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ADVERTISEMENT

 By Karin Fischer

In this week’s Latitudes: The Trump administration isn’t backing away from an
expansive interpretation of academic-related work. Homeland Security proposes
$100K fees for OPT and H-1B visas. The Pentagon orders a review of overseas
partnerships. But first …

THE COMPOUNDING IMPACT OF COST ON STUDY ABROAD
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Cost concerns might not keep some students from looking into studying abroad —
but it can stop them from applying to programs and eventually going overseas.

A new analysis from Via TRM looks at a cohort of more than 20,000 students who
are “highly interested” in studying abroad and set up accounts on the global-software
platform. Students who flagged cost as a concern took first steps, such as inquiring
about programs or compiling lists of favorites, at about the same rate as their less
cost-conscious classmates.

Nearly all students who weren’t worried about cost continued to the next step in the
process, starting an application. But just 87 percent of money-minded students
moved on to the application phase, an 11-point gap. (Six in 10 students called cost a
possible barrier.)
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The attrition continues as students move closer to booking a plane ticket. In the end,
40 percent of cost-conscious students who started accounts committed to going
abroad over a 12-month period, compared to 60 percent of those not concerned
about their ability to pay.

Because of institutional reporting differences, Via TRM tracks students who are
accepted and commit to education-abroad programs, not those who actually go
overseas. The company has more than 250 campus partners, allowing it to mine
data across institutions.

The findings suggest cost doesn’t “suppress curiosity,” said Brooke Roberts, senior
vice president for global strategy. Yet students with money worries have substantially
different outcomes from their peers.

Cost was the most common concern selected by students when they opened
accounts. It’s not the only hurdle, however. More than 2,600 students who didn’t flag
cost also did not make it to the finish line. “We’re not getting our low-hanging fruit,”
Roberts said. “These are people who already raised their hand.”

Academic issues, family commitments, and complexities in the application process,
especially for students going on programs run by third-party providers, can act as
barriers.



The data also suggest that students don’t move through the process in the same
way. While half of students take the first step in exploring possible options on the
same day they create an account, nearly 10 percent take six months or more. Study-
abroad offices, used to looking at immediate interest, may miss some of those slow
starters, the report concludes.
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$100,000 FEES PROPOSED FOR OPT AND H-1BS

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security is moving forward with a plan to impose
a $100,000 fee on optional practical training, which allows international students to
stay in the United States and work after graduation.

The department has submitted a proposed rule to the White House budget office for
review, the first step in the regulatory process. The filing confirms a previously
rumored change.

The program, known as OPT, allows recent graduates to work between one and
three years while remaining on their student visas. Currently, about 295,000
students — or one-quarter of all student-visa holders — are taking part in OPT.

Elsewhere in rulemaking, the Trump administration will exempt colleges and other
nonprofit employers from a proposed $100,000 fee on skilled-worker, or H-1B, visas.
Groups representing higher education — which uses the visas to hire researchers,
scholars, and other specialized workers — had pushed for the carve-out.

An earlier version of the fee had included colleges and could have cost some large
universities millions of dollars a year. A federal judge blocked the original proposal,
saying it needed congressional approval.

The latest measure will apply to international graduates seeking an H-1B visa to
work in nonacademic jobs.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION DOUBLES DOWN ON CPT RESTRICTIONS
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The Trump administration has a message for colleges about a new, more expansive
interpretation of rules governing an academic-related work program: Yes, we really
mean it.

In its second published guidance to colleges in less than two weeks, the Department
of Homeland Security said explicitly that international students can only be approved
for curricular practical training if the internship, co-op, practicum, or other work
experience is required of all students as part of the curriculum, regardless of
citizenship: “In any instance where an elective course is optional, making the CPT
optional, the integral and required aspects of CPT would not be met.”

That’s a much broader interpretation of the policy than in the past — one that could
make it difficult for most foreign students to qualify for CPT. The federal program
allows international students, who are otherwise prohibited from off-campus work, to
get hands-on experience as part of their studies.

The department’s original broadcast message had raised alarms among educators
because it was couched as a reminder of legal liability to colleges in approving CPT.
A spokesperson denied that the message was a new reading of the rules.
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AROUND THE GLOBE

The U.S. Department of Defense has ordered 30 colleges to review financial and
research partnerships with China, Iran, Russia, and other countries that could be a
national-security risk.

The Chinese government is trying to accelerate university-industry partnerships.

More international students in South Korea are seeking to stay in the country
after graduation.
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College professors in Argentina went on strike to protest low salaries and lack of
spending under a higher-education financing law.

FROM THE CHRONICLE STORE

The Outlook for International Education
International students are a vital piece of the enrollment puzzle in
American higher ed. But worrisome signs have emerged this year.
Order this new collection for a comprehensive look at the current
state of global education.

AND FINALLY ...
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Is my timing impeccable or what? I take a week off, and there’s nothing short of a
deluge of international-education news. Vacation, what vacation? (Above, actual
proof of said vacation.)

What about the rest of you? Tell me in this week’s Latitudes flash survey:



Which of the following describes your state of mind as the new academic year
begins?

Rested, recharged, and ready to go!
Underwater and overwhelmed.
Moving forward, day by day.
None of the above.

I’m also interested in hearing about your self-care strategies for dealing with all this
work stress. Take our survey and share your thoughts.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for future reporting,
so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or message me confidentially at
Signal. You can also connect with me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this
newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.

FROM CHRONICLE CAREERS

Job Opportunities: Search thousands of faculty,
administrative, and executive job openings and upload
your resume to be searchable by employers!

Chronicle Careers provides insights, tools, and advice to
help you in career development, job seeking, and hiring.
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