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Latitudes: A visa change, but not the one expected
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In this week’s Latitudes: New restrictions on working with foreign scientists.
Business leaders warn about brain drain. Will the 20th time be the charm for a study-
abroad bill? But first ...

RULES FOR GREEN-CARD APPLICANTS
ANNOUNCED

The Trump administration unexpectedly announced it would require most foreigners
seeking green cards to leave the United States to apply for temporary residency.
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The new policy mandates that people submit applications for legal permanent
residency to American consulates in their home countries, “except in extraordinary
circumstances,” rather than remain in the United States while the process is
pending.

The guidance, released on Friday, affects visa holders generally, but it could have an
impact on international students and scholars seeking to change their visa status to
stay on in the United States. In recent years, about 40 percent of students stick
around after graduation, but the share differs markedly by academic level.

The change would effectively lock out applicants from countries subject to travel
bans or where visa issuances are paused, such as Iran and Nigeria. It also could
exacerbate existing backlogs in processing temporary work authorizations.

The policy memo said government officials have discretion to exempt certain visa
holders. In a statement to Business Insider, the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security said people who “provide an economic benefit or otherwise are in the
national interest” could have the requirement waived.

Students and colleges had been waiting for an announcement on new visa rules, but
this wasn’t the one they’d been uneasily preparing for.

In a letter last week, a bipartisan group of lawmakers urged the Trump administration
not to adopt the student-visa change, which would set fixed limits on the amount of
time students can stay in the United States. It is expected to be announced any day.

Meanwhile, a public-interest law firm has petitioned the Department of Homeland
Security to immediately end a government program that allows recent graduates to
work in the United States while remaining on their student visas. The Landmark
Legal Foundation argues that optional practical training is illegal because it was
never approved by Congress.
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NEW LIMITS ON FOREIGN COLLABORATION

Two major U.S. science agencies are requiring researchers to get advanced
permission to work with foreign collaborators, including international students and
scholars working in American laboratories.

The National Institutes of Health and the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration also ordered scientists to remove information about work done with
foreign co-authors from annual progress reports if they had not been sanctioned.

Science first reported the latest policy change focused on overseas collaboration.
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NAFSA BY THE NUMBERS

The NAFSA conference kicked off on Tuesday in Orlando, home to Walt Disney
World and a plethora of theme parks and attractions.

Attendees probably won’t have time to hit up EPCOT, but the annual international-
education meeting will have global flair — organizers said nearly half of the
attendees are from overseas, from more than 100 countries. The British delegation
is the largest, followed by those from Turkey and Spain.
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* China's total includes attendees from both mainland China and Hong Konag.

Look for more reporting from the NAFSA conference in next week’s Latitudes.
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BIGGER QUESTIONS

Several times a year, the writers behind the Daily Briefing, The Chronicle’s
subscriber-only email, ask reporters and editors to think beyond the churn of daily
news coverage and share our “bigger” questions about higher education. Mine,
unsurprisingly, was about international education:

Will this be another summer of student-visa chaos? The number of new
international students fell by one-third last year, an alarming drop precipitated by a
U.S. State Department freeze on student-visa interviews for nearly a month at the
start of the busy summer season so that officials could test social-media vetting for


https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/JyFyhZxhLZBbZRG1f-W8er6yGtD9dIaZR71Dc1f39xmnlcYQc4EuneifkokqDPIqn08Tr34tmbtFAYzviVSvfZU3oU4sOVno0dNG4WPZrNgw2mOuQFb3K1rTReZEQublvqF8jVbgnMmHhiPE5iNa-i3rW7TXgeoVik4e6lxje-qcZy5ysNUJ1P03-0NOwyCQbkPGnT-hoI8QomhWoe4SGgP_4dkPc17oqUNxwfTM7-c0zTVsRjdG8_z0wmGATFw-xcWjkDTMweqvf1hqD8LkDRDOrgDDVIxLTVz0CJQ6fpX7bg4Vtz8kcB6fMsskKCDvBrFNz9zwgubiZzTncS85_PLGkzlKIqC0y_phKEo5hOwbbblKnb4TZzNdP7fNj7jpzddy9xnTRvOJpRQhurm0cpveX4lE9QRAMY9iyLG8tIxlBulqTUgpccbiHCoX7IWKtUikA6rTWOS6V9oqqSSSI85RlM-rmHuhUkK3mZoBxDaVTTpPIXll0YSet6rZqri_Xgt_07eiYNpP4IJe7PUk9BqcQ6VUpgrvAIjnMFX3p8HtuS7gh5j6FCmGAeXg5TUNCOCslptOspWZ0hGf9pkGwzvWxxs5rfM1vveRPSisQxY8p2I665s522WvYspk55xfh1xU81Y11_noZwGCDwP_ktFHo7FnpiXNPw45JA/bw5rHdNpSIGCS6BhoCADNoqWY-eRTK0K/21
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/JyFyhZxhLZBbZRG1f-W8er6yGtD9dIaZR71Dc1f39xmnlcYQc4EuneifkokqDPIqn08Tr34tmbtFAYzviVSvfZU3oU4sOVno0dNG4WPZrNgw2mOuQFb3K1rTReZEQublvqF8jVbgnMmHhiPE5iNa-i3rW7TXgeoVik4e6lxje-qcZy5ysNUJ1P03-0NOwyCQbkPGnT-hoI8QomhWoe4SGgP_4dkPc17oqUNxwfTM7-c0zTVsRjdG8_z0wmGATFw-xcWjkDTMweqvf1hqD8LkDRDOrgDDVIxLTVz0CJQ6fpX7bg4Vtz8kcB6fMsskKCDvBrFNz9zwgubiZzTncS85_PLGkzlKIqC0y_phKEo5hOwbbblKnb4TZzNdP7fNj7jpzddy9xnTRvOJpRQhurm0cpveX4lE9QRAMY9iyLG8tIxlBulqTUgpccbiHCoX7IWKtUikA6rTWOS6V9oqqSSSI85RlM-rmHuhUkK3mZoBxDaVTTpPIXll0YSet6rZqri_Xgt_07eiYNpP4IJe7PUk9BqcQ6VUpgrvAIjnMFX3p8HtuS7gh5j6FCmGAeXg5TUNCOCslptOspWZ0hGf9pkGwzvWxxs5rfM1vveRPSisQxY8p2I665s522WvYspk55xfh1xU81Y11_noZwGCDwP_ktFHo7FnpiXNPw45JA/bw5rHdNpSIGCS6BhoCADNoqWY-eRTK0K/21
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/95aCAbyMs8YeJUm7gozIDLMNJPuOzK4pLf78YWMogdv-purJ6g5hhI-Z94hfMJ9-YyIQq8S0FUNbE6EVl84WtE1B9grhB2RwFym06_TcTQu2odFvQrEEIggs_qDQcen1AZ19p-ZvzM8ctVE3figuA-R6E5l3KymZGP1ClxbQLC2PHjXn9pinMyjzaa10dYiZi9mm6U-g9t69BfSkAS42GkWxV3hSKdhDcaAOSajwM_cWcNtl4QYLpcHmPq1as71k7lKIXlaXM79XuNdkJqSLaB-RGxASYXZj7hP3M6oeF2752XYKHo8KoEvqMXdThzmB3xVR6Yxv6zUzTaWvvfy3RBC2w_YlAD1F_pW0N7AQiTwvq2Nu-Nwb6mEVtNHj3xoSizxxCDxvw_XpYxD_MSSk1SGVojka1KttcE-L3wdivwFRXh4U1PEU5IQTE2fDaQFrGsXaeV9PGi6CIa9fA5GlidGob6ksNukk-cMoyJFjpXfNw6VgsyYS4KPpdVHljAqVvrO_b1iBt_FMJs5vsiXRIP14DuSZU2J5RpCHbugXJdOdEe2WGbQCyIZUh8iQWnsVvkf6A7qRxZQorKTlMzAqlp1pAuvb7I8TwwvZKifDeXevYQUgKnrEHDHSSo4oHWOcQqSu1wbSpowfUtMxhYVSDAwSHI6JOaaAMSsuxA/8PhwJ5QQHMnNgL5IA5Z4HFJq1FKC6Jqp/21
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/NmLeSLiLYtj9uW4djSzDmes_7GAIIQf_nY3SWEcpRjItIM936jeXo1uQSgcrtqe4jftTkgPOV1WOIZylHN1_29D66WLPvYkq_kld7DFjVK4h5ak3S8pGNKrm0muLuAGgy3z2fHmlp9M7ZxWZMEVeZijucyHQillkbiDVzspKEQIwPP8V7v9Oloqks8GNpXf-YFkjCzD55X4VK-v9mnZF7K_4fqmezvh80-8JIhKE7l3pYEXUR-eUuMsPICpAtflmYq67Tw9bVG74AgT-BsPx2JxboRyHL4o3K2mXDMYmQgTSsf-7JByfkHbiGCsueatFaralzT7kwWqVTS6nawyjaBkh1VoGZ-c8ESIkJfGiipJoVv8BKAA83QFDKAe2ALGXMY7CEdARifOmB9i01xOzdNlML419EDtYD08Mte1OzCri--8nIdwYbwMpX1T48fuDNW-5sp-VaQbTCdwISgInki2Wli9Dbg9g3VkL3S12I33ivz_utVp5j7E2_niagHEvg3WS3C0LsGjVpnbjNifSMJ7v4vq8cg0DQjRSslL2M7dsbSEKym7zQxXCSxY7C4ZXskGVx-ucdD2P8SP0OHA6GCAYdBbtksnt2-teojO5qGbNWdHMn_xA3iTy5grrf0sTEAmzEPXugQbB8o25gnMYct5MiDCrJJ-jaHzOsw/JTIWAgkooCFUc-jJUNGhoHsqpdmMO7lc/21
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/_FlJmE75canV_KxqC1Up2oYhM_fAWWzyw5S94Pd9Itbx0l0A-QT_soITPmxhacO9noHxVPGxBqGzi84atxxpHjPksPft50Cujf0b_Cuq6wg9agVtngcwCTIfVKXEJo94EQyhIHCjpyMLBiq64HW9IbcYCs13O-2Rqf7S2Fhr6SJLHyuue3F7uA107loVcGLXfLnq5nKd6R-bjstpkLfew6Iggdc20ZznNdx_FhrlhrZ5on3GvIqymSprPtOn6TK7vVq_cKTcgCbpVkL63L70sCPGVp7FI0865JcHhRFqSLSdqRkQgfAHLNNOoQ8GDPFgBuV37HyXc1hMf9Du9NlsOcj4LFG1FljrmUNiKBLxMjojtYrMcxeiZhOdZUzW0dBkBc_6b7ZDaRqwcoz4LNen16u8IYEphXQdZxCA86PudteZsi5t6ZCeIbwlp3LUIob-yGLyDwO9TW8GBRDtAwXVCssOep09jaxVLAKvZ6yczjQMWvYVtI1KK3LCv7lICA/9SLLT81dyBSf9Y-Kns8kUJclG7Wymbh9/21

foreign travelers. Colleges are bracing for a repeat, this time because of an overhaul
of student-visa rules, expected to be released any day. Even if visa issuances do run
more smoothly, it’s not necessarily good news — it could be that international
students, deterred by politics and policy changes, are applying to come to the United
States in smaller numbers.

Other themes highlighted by Chronicle reporters include artificial intelligence,
college-leadership scandals, and graduate education.

FROM THE CHRONICLE STORE

A The High-Stakes Hunt for Research Funds
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The second Trump administration’s slashing of support for
academic research has left universities in disarray. Order this
report to explore how institutions are recalibrating their research
agendas in an uncertain funding climate.

AROUND THE GLOBE

Mahmoud Khalil, a Columbia University graduate who led campus protests
against the Israel-Hamas war will ask the U.S. Supreme Court to block his
deportation.

Rahm Emanuel, a former Chicago mayor and potential Democratic presidential
contender, has proposed capping international students at 20 percent of college
enrollments as part of a broader plan for higher-education reform.

A bill that sets a goal to have 1 million Americans study abroad within a decade has
been introduced in the House and Senate. It has been proposed for the past two
decades.

Catherine Dillon has been confirmed as assistant secretary for educational and
cultural affairs, which oversees the Fulbright program and other international
exchanges run by the U.S. Department of State.

Soka University plans to purchase the Middlebury Institute of International Studies,
in California, and continue some of its graduate programs in areas including
international policy and terrorism studies.

Steep budget cuts could imperil German academic collaboration.
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The new Hungarian government will work with scientists to set research policy, a
departure from the tensions that existed between higher-education institutions and
Viktor Orban’s administration.

Officials in Nepal have arrested 65 people who work as international-education
consultants on charges of financial fraud.

Thanks for reading. If you're at the NAFSA conference, say hello. You can also email
your feedback and ideas for future reporting to karin.fischer@chronicle.com or
message me confidentially at Signal. Connect with me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If
you like this newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign
up here.
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