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ADVERTISEMENT

 By Karin Fischer

In this week’s Latitudes: Their degree is made in the U.S.A., but a growing number
of STEM workers are foreign-born. “Open debate” training for international students
at Northwestern. The H-1B lottery is no more. But first …

IS IT STUDY ABROAD WITHOUT OVERSEAS STUDY?

Myles Winograd spent last spring studying in Florence. But the mechanical-
engineering student at the University of Pittsburgh didn’t spend all that much time in
an Italian classroom.

That’s because Winograd took several of his classes online through a program
called Global Flex run by the Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE),
a nonprofit study-abroad provider, in conjunction with Arizona State University. It
enabled him to squeeze in electives needed for his engineering major, along with
face-to-face courses on site.
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With its sequenced courses and heavy degree requirements, engineering has long
had a reputation as a field of study that can make it tricky to go abroad. For
Winograd — who was playing catch-up after changing his major from neuroscience
— the availability of online classes was key to what he calls “the best three and a
half months of my life.”

“I probably wouldn’t have gone abroad if I didn’t have those ASU courses,” he said.
“It’s really what sealed it.”

To the consternation of educators, participation in study abroad — one of a number
of hands-on, experiential high-impact practices that jumpstart student learning —
has remained stubbornly low for decades.

The pandemic led to an expansion of virtual exchanges to give homebound students
an opportunity for global engagement, but Noah Rost, executive director of Arizona
State’s global-education office, hopes hybrid and online offerings can help more
students go abroad — especially those from groups that do so at lower rates,
including low-income, first-generation, and male students.

For students going overseas, the educational experience already varies. Some
enroll directly in foreign universities, while others take classes offered by American
colleges and providers or travel on faculty-led programs.

ASU has an enormous online presence, enrolling tens of thousands of students in
digital courses — roughly equal to its on-campus student body. For Rost, who joined
the university in 2020, taking advantage of that expansive portfolio to get more
students overseas seemed like a no-brainer.

Students enroll in online courses while studying abroad as part of their full-time
courseload. At ASU, participation among first-generation students in study-abroad
programs that include the option for online courses is about 7 percentage points
higher than in the university’s traditional study-abroad programs, Rost said.

CIEE, too, had been wrestling with expanding accessibility when it heard about
ASU’s approach to tackling “the curricular barrier,” said Patrick Moran, senior vice
president for college study abroad at the Maine-based provider. That barrier “feels
like it should be easier to solve, but it persists,” Moran said.

In the spring of 2025, the first semester of the ASU-CIEE collaboration, students
from 43 colleges in 36 majors enrolled in online courses. Students from participating
colleges know they will earn credit and stay on track to graduation.

Some students have combined Global Flex courses with internships or experiential
learning, Moran said. David Stewart, an ASU student studying in Spain, was able to
complete the asynchronous courses on his schedule, allowing him to travel every
weekend. When his parents visited, he spent four days showing them around
Madrid.
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Stewart, a marketing major, said he had more time to dive into local culture and
improve his Spanish, but the option to study online overseas could add to concern
among educators that students abroad spend too much time in an American bubble,
interacting primarily with others from their home country.

I’m curious about what you think. Could greater flexibility in course delivery help
tackle education abroad’s participation problem? Do you see other — and, perhaps
to your mind, better — ways to make an international experience more accessible?
Weigh in. Email me at karin.fischer@chronicle.com, and I could include your ideas in
a future newsletter.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER: SUBSCRIBE FOR $1/WEEK

Enjoying the newsletter? Subscribe today to try unlimited digital
access starting at $1 a week. You’ll unlock indispensable reporting
and insights, the subscriber-only Daily Briefing newsletter, and
more.

FOREIGN-BORN, AMERICAN DEGREE

The share of science and technology workers in the United States who are foreign-
born but earned an American degree has increased over the past two decades.
About 20 percent of the STEM work force had an international background in 2023,
up from less than 15 percent in 2003, according to a paper prepared for a recent
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine summit on STEM
education.
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And STEM workers with advanced degrees are more likely to be former international
students. Nearly one-third of Ph.D. holders in the STEM work force are foreign-born
and American-educated. The paper argues that government policies that make it
more difficult to attract and retain international students could be a blow to those
industries.

FEEDBACK WANTED

Welcome to 2026! We’re running a survey asking readers what they want to read
more — and less — of in Latitudes and other Chronicle newsletters. Your opinion
matters — if you have a few minutes, please share your thoughts.

As 2026 gets underway, the best way to support what I do with this newsletter and
the work of The Chronicle more broadly is to subscribe. Do so by January 31 to get
your first month of unlimited Chronicle access for just $4.
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The Chronicle's Strategic-Leadership
Program for Department Chairs
Department chairs are faced with a balancing act of
responsibilities as both administrator and faculty member—
often with little training or preparation for the role. Our
Strategic-Leadership Program helps bridge that gap through
data-driven conversations and collaborative small-group
workshops. Learn more and register today.

NORTHWESTERN DEAL WITH TRUMP INCLUDES
FOREIGN STUDENTS

A settlement between the Trump administration and Northwestern University would
single out international students for training in the norms of free inquiry and open
debate.

Will the unusual provision help or hurt? Some advocates said it could reinforce the
view that international students are threat to national security and American values.
But others said it could dispel misperceptions that sometimes leave students from
overseas hesitant to speak up in the classroom. My colleague Sonel Culter has
more.

FROM THE CHRONICLE STORE

Building Trust
Building trust between college leaders and faculty members can
be difficult even in ordinary times, but higher ed continues to
face an extraordinary set of challenges. Order this report for
insights on forging stronger, more productive relationships.

AROUND THE GLOBE

A final rule will replace the lottery for H-1B skilled-worker visas with a selection
system that gives more weight to workers with more experience and higher salaries.
That could disadvantage recent graduates.

A federal judge dismissed a legal challenge by business and higher-education
groups to a new rule raising the cost of sponsoring an H-1B applicant to $100,000,
saying it is within President Trump’s authority over immigration policy. The litigants
have filed an appeal.
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Advocacy groups are challenging the decision by Virginia’s outgoing attorney
general, Jason Miyares, to enter an agreement with the U.S. Department of Justice
ending in-state tuition for undocumented students.

Legislation introduced in Florida would bar undocumented students from
enrolling in public colleges.

Japan will join the European Union’s flagship research program.

A regional college upped its recruitment of international students to offset financial
concerns. The strategy worked, but not for long.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for future reporting,
so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or message me confidentially at
Signal. You can also connect with me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this
newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.
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