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In this week’s Latitudes: States eye H-1B restrictions of their own. New polling on
Chinese students. U.S. citizens could get priority in science funding. But first ...

WHAT’S NEXT AFTER A FREE-SPEECH RULING?

A federal court judge’s sanctions blocking the Trump administration from deporting
pro-Palestinian campus protesters wrap up a landmark case over the First
Amendment rights of international students and other noncitizens — but they’re
unlikely to mark the end of a crackdown on student- and scholar-visa holders.

The burden will be on the government to prove it is not retaliating against speech by
showing “clear and convincing evidence,” according to the judgment by U.S. District
Judge William G. Young. Students and scholars will be able to challenge deportation
orders in district courts rather than in less-hospitable immigration courts.
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Young ruled in September that the government’s attempt to arrest and deport visa-
holding protesters was illegal, saying that they “unequivocally” have the same
speech rights as Americans. Academic organizations brought the lawsuit following
the detentions of several activists on student visas or green cards.

The decision is notable but limited in scope. The protections apply only to
members of the groups that filed suit, the American Association of University
Professors and the Middle East Studies Association. Plaintiffs had asked for a more
far-reaching ruling, but Young said he was concerned about bumping up against
limits on nationwide injunctions.

Unsealed documents show that visa revocations largely rested on students’
public writings and participation in campus protests. Memos submitted as
evidence show the administration knew that the decisions might not hold up in court
because the students’ conduct could be seen as protected speech. During the trial,
however, officials testified that the deportations were based on “actions not words.”

This isn’t it. The White House said it would “immediately appeal” the decision. And
one of the student activists at the center of the case could again be arrested after an
appeals court ruled that he was improperly released from detention. An
administration official said Mahmoud Khalil could be deported to Algeria.

Other legal challenges are also moving forward. A second federal judge recently
rejected a government motion to dismiss a case brought by international students
and Stanford University’s student newspaper. The Stanford Daily said reporters and
editors on student visas have self-censored or quit out of fear that the U.S.
government could retaliate against them for what they publish.
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STATES ARE CONSIDERING H-1B CHANGES

On the heels of federal action on skilled-worker visas — including changes to
selection criteria and imposition of a $100,000 processing fee — states are also
getting into the act:

+ Florida is likely to freeze public colleges’ hiring of faculty and staff members on
H-1B visas for a year. The state-university system Board of Governors is

expected to introduce a rule this week forbidding the use of H-1Bs until
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January 2027. Florida colleges currently employ more than 600 people on the
work visas.

+ Texas officials have asked state colleges and agencies for information about
employees on H-1B visas, including their job descriptions and nationalities.
Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, also ordered a halt to new H-1B hires to give
the Legislature time to develop “statutory guardrails.” Abbott told a talk-radio
host he didn’t “see any reason” for the state to have employees on visas. “But
we’re going to find out if there’s some unique skill set.”

VOTERS DON’T FAVOR CHINESE-STUDENT BAN

Despite policies under both the Trump and Biden administrations, restrictions on
graduate students and scholars from China are unpopular among Americans.

Democrat

Republican

Independent
18%

Less than a quarter of voters back a broad ban on Chinese academics doing
research at American colleges, according to new polling by the Committee of 100, a
Chinese-American organization. Republicans favored limits more than Democrats or
independents. Still, only a third of Republicans were supportive.
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As 2026 gets underway, the best way to support what | do with this newsletter and
the work of The Chronicle more broadly is to subscribe. Do so by January 31 to get

your first month of unlimited Chronicle access for just $4.

FROM THE CHRONICLE STORE

ZER The Trustees We Need Now
The Trustees
We Need o% In today’s volatile climate, college and university trusteeship has

become a high-stakes, highly visible role. Order this report for
insights into the ways trustees are trying to steer their institutions
toward strategic success.

AROUND THE GLOBE

Higher-education groups and attorneys general of Democratic states are among
those who have filed legal briefs in support of Harvard University’s challenge to
attempts by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to strip its ability to enroll
foreign students.

The White House’s top science official said the Trump administration is

considering ways to prioritize and “emphasize” citizens in research funding.

At least 10 bills filed in Oklahoma would place restrictions on international or
undocumented students at state colleges.

More partnerships with foreign institutions and programs to deliver a British degree
overseas are part of the U.K.’s new strategy for international education.

The Australian government is banning the payment of commissions to recruitment

agents when international students transfer between academic programs or
institutions within the country.

The mood on local campuses is tense amid widespread arrests by federal
immigration officials, my colleague Scott Carlson reports from the Twin Cities.
Meanwhile, | took stock of Minnesota colleges’ responses after agents shot and
killed a second protester.

Thanks for reading. | always welcome your feedback and ideas for future reporting,
so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or message me confidentially at
Signal. You can also connect with me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this
newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.
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