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You can also read this newsletter on the web.

In this week’s Latitudes: What foreign students study. A newsletter
survey. Higher education’s “monsters.” But first …

A campus enrollment ban

Strict research-security rules have been dropped from the final
version of a defense bill that Congress could pass this week.

Higher-education groups had opposed the provisions, which would
have barred federal grants from going to researchers with ties to
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“foreign adversary” countries. The prohibition appeared to apply to
relationships with former graduate students — thus effectively
imposing an admissions ban on students from countries like China
that are a talent pipeline into American Ph.D. programs.

Yet even as the congressional effort stalled, the Lafayette Journal &
Courier, in Indiana, reported that Purdue University administrators told
faculty members they were “highly unlikely” to sign off on offer letters
to graduate students from China, Iran, and several other countries.
Professors from a number of departments said they have been
directed to automatically reject applicants from “adversarial” countries.

A doctoral student and graduate-student organizer told The Exponent,
Purdue’s campus newspaper, that offers of admission to at least 100
graduate students, mostly from China, were rescinded without
explanation this summer.

A Purdue spokesman did not reply to a request for comment, but both
professors and students suggested that the new, and apparently
unwritten, policy was prompted by a letter sent in March to the
university by the U.S. House Select Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party. The congressional inquiry asked for information on
Chinese students enrolled at Purdue, citing espionage risks.

Purdue administrators aren’t the only college officials to become pen
pals with the House committee, whose leaders have warned of
academe’s security vulnerabilities and called the student-visa system
a “Trojan horse for Beijing.” While an enrollment freeze appears to be
particular to Purdue, congressional pressure has led other colleges to
cancel longstanding educational or research partnerships with
Chinese universities, including the Georgia Institute of Technology and
the Universities of California and Michigan.

The takeaway: The current environment — in which there is both
skepticism of global engagement and broader hostility toward higher
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education — has put college leaders back on their heels. Could we
see more institutions wary of Washington’s interventions follow
Purdue’s lead and take pre-emptive action to limit global engagement
or restrict international enrollments?
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Upcoming Premium Webinar

In today's increasingly complex higher-ed landscape, department
chairs are faced with a balancing act of responsibilities as both
administrator and faculty member—often with little training or
preparation for the role. Our Strategic-Leadership Program helps
bridge that training gap through data-driven big-picture
conversations and collaborative small-group workshops. Learn
more and register today.
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Hey, what’s your major?

More computer science. Less business.

That’s what international students want to study, according to the
latest “Open Doors” report. More than 305,000, or one-quarter, of
foreign students in the United States are studying mathematics or
computer science, nearly double the number pursuing business
degrees.

Foreign enrollments in business programs have dropped by 20
percent since reaching a high in the 2016 academic year — even as
international students in math and computer science climbed by 83
percent over the same period.

More than four in 10 students from India, which has emerged as the
top-sending country, study the latter fields. A decade ago, students

https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/kZCbq8KEEBdykudzjDBIIk9pPCfcGawjoUgoe13RHBFGK5qK-m-tYcvcLo9zRpHndRWdpWe-_dHKiD6zc1BX66k1w1n-NpDWBniWA7sm7RrciL8TrbmTtQXqAtyeI39UmeopIzT3jlQ-CBn8j_-sXUkn6vm2CnQiMkH1qdfNdRVWu8DKlEwMPmUZr2EejUvch5Q35zWxtajjyihuYCf2pxfboS5C7d1GQ9YJTBqwR3qWjEXfP4a_YhFUAMj_XCOAk1PoDNp2YdOA0WdT5EG1M4x6Pb8pxODyp-JIYlgSJQRVt7XAWJft7YLtEunrO0IqLJIIh-z1kERkBnxf6vK3CXHm4OTyQdXJXEP0a9CT7Uz7cUWvTqwEYZ7jrTH-uY5B7i2hhA/YXBxczbINlNerdEQPBDVvntvfUNUUlor/15


from China, then the leading country, were distributed more evenly
across major areas of study.

Another shake-up in what foreign students study could loom. Interest
among all students in computer science is waning, which experts
attribute to fear that artificial intelligence will take their jobs before they
graduate.

I’ll continue dig into “Open Doors” to share trends that may have been
overlooked during the flurry of coverage at the report’s release.
Readers can help: Tell me what findings you think deserve a second
look at karin.fischer@chronicle.com.

 
 

From the Chronicle Store

Building Trust
Building trust between college leaders and
faculty members can be difficult even in
ordinary times, but higher ed continues to face
an extraordinary set of challenges. Order this
report for insights on forging stronger, more
productive relationships.

Monsters, Edu

“2025 was a year of monsters.”

— Alex Usher, international higher-education consultant
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That’s how Usher, chief executive of Toronto-based Higher Education
Strategy Associates, kicks off an ambitious annual review of global
developments in the field, published last week. In Usher’s telling, the
monsters are the biggest challenges facing colleges around the world,
including neglect, falling or stagnant enrollment, and rapid
technological change.

But the biggest of the big is the Trump administration, which has had
potentially far-reaching impact on science, academic freedom,
international students, and institutions themselves, Usher writes. “The
American saga is genuinely the story of the year — probably the
decade — in higher education.”

 

Around the globe

Officials at Augsburg University said immigration officers pointed
weapons at students and staff members while detaining an
undergraduate on the Minneapolis campus. The officers had a
warrant, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security said in a
statement.

A federal judge ordered that the record of a Tufts University
graduate student be reinstated in a federal student-visa database so
that she could continue to legally study and work. Rümeysa Öztürk’s
record was deleted when she was arrested for co-authoring an op-ed
critical of Israel in the campus newspaper. She was released in May.

More than half of American physics departments reported in a
recent survey that they had at least one student who had accepted a
graduate-school offer but did not enroll this fall. Nearly 90 percent of
that number said international students had been affected by visa
delays or denials.

https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/u-IKAAFJHRfBYQjIwa1KEKFAmPN2JAnD-iZ6zGD4WUXj8ZTB4LB7vWdWXtqkTayBuUpeA0kYed7L1Mz97MOf--Rqtb9F_M-xnhUE2Utt_E0XEd6lbi7FcGu6P9Lhuid2Amt1Q-Ev_J03uBxFp-MpHwGqSKwmKtuqd-3pyaQFzvpQMxvR6WiZD3VI7inxrFN_qKlDTCcYRLWWx51XCgliZ-sCzfdkvHyzgSJnlTsytdHdug-bTvK87euhUtXh-CXbu2mwks4qY79JAHxAA-X8ZGZpNOfu_05jcjbSaO1JMh8XAlfvSowq616G-x_yYwmJ13XXBwkFmWBlaKQVfdRc869K0FqwPHZ_4qWcg4B9WUgPD-o_vPt7ft_zAMbhgWMVArAaU9LYvIjRFuR7w4YEoUVUdM2py3uFdIlzmp32y-nyFjkZIXcqQ-Z7Qc_-67ASLAArkPhgTE9ujDpSqE8/FWflJbqYyNBIc4R5a0vpHn1SFiu66xDn/15
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/u-IKAAFJHRfBYQjIwa1KEKFAmPN2JAnD-iZ6zGD4WUXj8ZTB4LB7vWdWXtqkTayBuUpeA0kYed7L1Mz97MOf--Rqtb9F_M-xnhUE2Utt_E0XEd6lbi7FcGu6P9Lhuid2Amt1Q-Ev_J03uBxFp-MpHwGqSKwmKtuqd-3pyaQFzvpQMxvR6WiZD3VI7inxrFN_qKlDTCcYRLWWx51XCgliZ-sCzfdkvHyzgSJnlTsytdHdug-bTvK87euhUtXh-CXbu2mwks4qY79JAHxAA-X8ZGZpNOfu_05jcjbSaO1JMh8XAlfvSowq616G-x_yYwmJ13XXBwkFmWBlaKQVfdRc869K0FqwPHZ_4qWcg4B9WUgPD-o_vPt7ft_zAMbhgWMVArAaU9LYvIjRFuR7w4YEoUVUdM2py3uFdIlzmp32y-nyFjkZIXcqQ-Z7Qc_-67ASLAArkPhgTE9ujDpSqE8/FWflJbqYyNBIc4R5a0vpHn1SFiu66xDn/15
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/Z6hBhY-c6e0cly2_UUz1E2_Obvd4z3NMRUz_Yf9AZAzwNdxRihyaHdo5d8C5ngmkmZKDlFou0oQIzi7TVUnv52NWLd7ozlaLPjC9sgZj10hnIUbirsR0jBWwrY8TjKS1XZqYAKE0ua07lvSyXHwsS2hURVlkcqeJF_LsBiVG8orZGrIUXCLI4tklS6IiyCyL2vsoFgzJ4Jq2Osg0npKNsLiV_6bbu-6sZpXelq_OZe1kc3rDBWOpQy7PD9Em8Avb2p31GhW-Bt496d9d21JPO_hcnvWRp9FxE2ZokowLopZCeO4475jJvU_1sUE0hiv9GGHXkH_AMa5FyD_CtA9u1hVRNpCGSUaxgJ2QWIbjzC_tN6GvgdAd_6bDVPc9CYqIgx9cU24GXvkV5Z0qW-GWG7dejUrBzsNw9fXq44w2M0lW2M39iPEWoeVyB32edH5tAKS0TN_VwI2ri-lrwKgU6m7x4tfz_9_gE8uHnVdmWvliyVkUcvhyCkXqo--wY3XY_po/UmpqUOVzsS_1xqOwLlcdBVBNgGDUaWrJ/15
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/Wrh83nVLpF1Y6007Ppb8q7qka_YeWTo8-55_lsTftoK3GK-bOQYpHX5qEXkwar3TTM_juupTR3vxBtxlaK6VJrdIK36_R4pgbt9QFQ0QxNCC5138t3TCq5oIv1VvgfxvGe7sSkUmIfpVfwBOfDvHLwQsD5wcgH14wBc_6XkjO-s2L3lxRZI5UBbo1x1lel4SnnIsVQJ5RPO_8Y_A8-P3eqQu_diI8FztEbVSOjeAvyevf6NtGta4i3t_ud9Exm9CnnM4ZeUq48ei9BfeN_C9G4Y-iaGxkyOpuP6Wagwf5k0BS6t4WymDrexLb3nYczLabv-JiYj3pDX76OKEN5zzonJTX2KuFfNeV_UitE3-mf8y4g4ltMixFGJ3FV1hfZZBmih06z86_zZF7gCUi_dEy4TBTOOyZirZZMCjOY7Ly5QevJUXTHRafoHGLPuVinuvfVSzlWEplGzf2cTY0kF3Kg/7pTobFRL6L0z2ThpDfEbbisQhLUooSmu/15
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/MMEaJmFFn0x8jbhiy_b_WCdXX9zhDUVqJjWi2sYtQX6z1hOj0bDe8kuQd5ajkmd1kjm4kN0LhqQo6xRvz7ChbchYMnPRw64PCUJ91tzUzrfgz7iTM8Hk8J4_SIIL9dqS0Sb7NRnZJyFT30fAGN7YAg8WlMeM_HjXX06RVUwq_O8QUrh8mHK9_IS_OgVrBh2BdfdJGWPmrfaX36gCib9Z4B_bEZsjeLjKJSe6pXl9_ka6poOHST_E9NhigdNFLY6xq1YtST1t9XdOkzJIMYBV8YYNJ1FUzOBwwA0UJA0Ak8HEeIPphkTv8taEuHA5Lhl2Fkk99edEokXK3zFSszC0dsIAeXR2xkjauahsBGpGFuOOsHi1eKC0oFelHGaOMdjOu9OX_4QaKQVcFkMx6-bokfLct0FYQRIxsHhqnMkRFNzldW4O1rkthr6_k9ZAbRkzwkPrMQ6QZMTwslnmS6itJgh0zxXms41a2-l_JrimYzk/kPP8dshYrcceLlfy0qQMxZXJR_eFJrNj/15


The Canadian government will spend $1.7 billion Canadian in a
push to attract leading international researchers and graduate
students to the country.

A half-dozen women’s colleges in Japan have begun to accept
transgender students, but others said they do not plan to change their
admissions policies.

A scholar in Hong Kong was forced to apologize after raising safety
concerns related to a deadly apartment-building fire in the city.
Meanwhile, Hong Kong Baptist University suspended its student union
after statements calling for government accountability for the fire were
posted on a union-run message board.

 

ADVERTISEMENT

Feedback, please

As the clock ticks down on 2025, The Chronicle is running a survey
asking readers what they want to read more — and less — of in
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Latitudes and our other newsletters in the new year. If you have a few
minutes, please share your thoughts. Your opinion matters.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or
message me confidentially at Signal. You can also connect with me on
X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this newsletter, please share it with
colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.
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