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In this week’s Latitudes: Proposed research-security measures
could chill global collaboration. Study abroad as a résumé booster?
Maybe the White House isn’t so keen on international students after
all. But first ...

Who exports and imports higher education?

Despite rising geopolitical tensions and increased nationalism, the
United States remains the top exporter of international branch
campuses, with 97 satellite campuses of American colleges in some
40 countries around the world.
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The host country to the largest number of American campuses?
China, which has 17. The list includes high-profile outposts — like
Duke and New York Universities — and others that have flown under
the radar, such as Keiser University, in Florida, which offers degrees
in management, sports medicine, and educational leadership in
Shanghai.

The findings are courtesy of the Cross-Border Education Research
Team, a research center that tracks physical campuses abroad.
According to an update from C-BERT, released this month, there are
384 foreign branch campuses globally.

What else does the latest inventory tell us?

Branch campuses are dispersed across 85 countries. As Kevin
Kinser, a C-BERT co-founder and professor of education-policy
studies at Pennsylvania State University at University Park, noted to
me, when the database started 15 years ago, much of the action was
in the Middle East. Now, just two countries in the region, Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates, are among the top importers. Qatar’s
footprint will likely grow smaller because Texas A&M University has
said it will shut down its campus there.

And India is set to surge ahead, if foreign campuses that have been
announced open.
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Covid slowed things down. Opening an overseas campus takes
lengthy negotiation to navigate visions, missions, and laws between
the home and host countries and institutions. That kind of work, which
is often in person, halted during the pandemic.

And back to geopolitics and nationalism: Expect politics to
become a more important factor — although it's hard to say just how.
Opening a campus in China today might be a political impossibility for
many American colleges due to increased skepticism of, and even
hostility to, academic partnerships among elected officials. And
bringing American-style education to China has always been an
uneasy balancing act, given the Chinese government’s official
antipathy to Western ideas.

But other factors could push countries and colleges outward. Russia’s
“pariah” status in academe internationally could be a spark for its
universities to further expand into neighboring and more friendly
countries, Kinser said. For American colleges, visa holdups and other
policy headwinds could spur an interest in taking an American
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education to international students, rather than counting on bringing
them here.
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In today's increasingly complex higher-ed landscape, department
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administrator and faculty member—often with little training or
preparation for the role. Our Strategic-Leadership Program helps
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Higher-ed groups oppose research provision

Research-security provisions that could soon be up for a vote in
Congress would end all academic engagement with universities in
countries such as China and discourage collaboration with individual
Chinese researchers and graduate students, higher-ed groups warn.

In addition, colleges would have the “incredibly difficult, if not
impossible,” responsibility to track and ensure compliance of
researchers for five years after they receive a federal grant, even if
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they move to another institution, the organizations said in a letter to
congressional leaders.

Lawmakers are pushing to include the new requirements as part of
must-pass defense legislation.
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Building trust between college leaders and

faculty members can be difficult even in
ordinary times, but higher ed continues to face
an extraordinary set of challenges. Order this
report for insights on forging stronger, more

tors and the faculty

administral
can work together productively

productive relationships.

More students include study abroad on CVs

55,399

That's the number of recent graduates who list their study-abroad
experience on their professional profiles, according to the Forum on
Education Abroad and Lightcast, a labor-market-analytics firm. In
contrast, fewer than 10,000 education-abroad alumni did so in the
1990s.

The report, which uses a database that collects information from
professional-networking sites, suggests that job seekers list study
abroad on résumeés and profiles to signal that they have valuable and
transferable skills in a competitive hiring market.
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President Trump, foreign-student opponent?

President Trump made headlines when he suggested that enrolling
international students was a plus because of their impact on college
finances and the American economy. “I actually think it's good to have
outside countries” represented in colleges’ student bodies, he said
during a recent television interview.

But the official White House account on the social-media platform X
sent another message when it seemed to approvingly post a headline
that attributed the sizable (and to some, worrisome) drop in foreign
students to the administration’s policies.
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The White House & 3 -
@WhiteHouse
NUMBER OF NEW FOREIGN STUDENTS IN US FALLS 17% OVER VISA
WORRIES.

FINANCIAL TIMES

Number of new foreign students in US falls 17%
over visa worries

Trump's tough policies against universities lead to sharp fall in international enrolments

Around the globe

Immigration authorities have released a University of Oklahoma
professor after detaining him on his way to a Middle East Studies
Association conference. Vahid Abedini, a professor of Iranian studies
who holds a skilled-worker visa, was arrested at the airport in
Oklahoma City before his flight to Washington, D.C.
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The Middle East Studies Association protested the temporary
detention of another academic, Richard Falk, a retired Princeton
University professor and former United Nations special rapporteur on
human rights in Palestine, this time by Canadian border officials.

The U.S. Department of State Department is considering the
suspension of 38 colleges from a federal research-partnership
program because of their diversity and inclusion policies.

Half of the members of the Fulbright Commission in the
Netherlands have resigned in protest of what they said was
politicalization of the flagship U.S. exchange program by the Trump
administration. The State Department has been accused of exercising
last-minute vetoes of applications to the prestigious program on
ideological grounds.

The U.S. Department of Justice is suing California over a state law
that allows undocumented-immigrant students to qualify for lower in-
state tuition rates. It’s the latest challenge by the Trump administration
to similar state-level laws and policies.

Mahmoud Khalil is trying to force the government to release records
of its communications with anti-Palestinian groups whose information
led to his arrest and threatened deportation. Officials testified during a
trial this summer that they used lists from such groups in
investigations of Khalil and other campus activists.

Taiwan is piloting a program that will allow students who complete
certain levels of English instruction to apply to a handful of American
colleges without taking an English proficiency exam typically required
for international students.

China and Japan have issued dueling warnings to their citizens
studying abroad in the opposite country amid heightened tensions.
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Thanks for reading. | always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or
message me confidentially at Signal. You can also connect with me on
X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this newsletter, please share it with
colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.
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Read this newsletter on the web.

Manage your newsletter preferences, stop receiving this email, or view our
privacy policy.
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