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International Students Afraid Under the
Trump Administration

By Sara Weissman
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The vast maljority of students surveyed reported feeling “moderately,” “very

or “extremely” fearful about their visa status.
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new national survey from Stop AAPI| Hate, a coalition
dedicated to fighting discrimination against Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, found that international
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students are experiencing heightened fear and uncertainty
under the Trump administration.

The survey, released Wednesday, drew on quantitative and
qualitative data from 87 graduate and undergraduate
international students from 36 U.S. colleges and
universities.

It found that more than half of respondents, 53 percent, felt
“not at all safe.” About 88 percent reported feeling a
decreased sense of belonging and said they were holding
back from political engagement, and 86 percent changed
how they use social media out of fear. The majority,

90 percent, reported feeling “moderately,” “very” or
“extremely” fearful about their visa status.
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Students detailed their fears further in qualitative
responses, including one that expressed fear of “being
kidnapped by ICE without due process, being disappeared
into the detention system, [and] being denied healthcare if
detained.” Others described fears about family members
being whisked away or about disrupted academic and
career trajectories. Chinese students in particular raised
concerns about being surveilled and targeted as a national
security threat, invoking Japanese Americans’ incarceration
during World War Il, according to the report.

Respondents reported that campuses offered supports
including mental health care, travel guidance and updates
about student visa policies, but 48 percent said campuses
didn’t provide guidance about how to complete their studies
and 38 percent lacked legal aid resources.

Students also discouraged others from coming to the U.S.
for their studies.

“Run, don’t come,” one student wrote.

“America is no longer the land for dreams,” said another.

Editor's Picks

‘Professional Degree’ Definition Could


https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/views/2025/12/03/eds-problematic-professional-degree-definition-opinion

Jeopardize Future Health-Care Workforce
Texas Tech Puts Its Anti-Trans Rules In Writing

The NIH Policy Holding Researchers ‘Hostage’

Written By

Sara Weissman

Share This Article


https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/views/2025/12/03/eds-problematic-professional-degree-definition-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/academic-freedom/2025/12/02/texas-tech-puts-its-anti-trans-rules-writing
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/research/2025/12/05/nih-policy-holding-researchers-hostage
https://www.insidehighered.com/author/sara-weissman

