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“I view it as a business”

President Donald J. Trump — whose administration froze
student-visa interviews over the summer and threatened
to deport foreign students for public protests and parking
tickets — emerged as an unexpected proponent of
international students in a recent interview.

“We take in trillions of dollars from students. You know,
the students pay more than double when they come in
from most foreign countries. | want to see our school
system thrive,” Trump said Monday on Fox News.

“It's not that | want them,” he added. “| view it as a

business.”


https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/6v5qKbiFPXqdA_FVFFsKit3vtI21zk_7Hz1N6UvtZaJXmfqCUyFl5glV25gHqkh68jwwDHKiCGDwmo3D60BAXTkrmfJ1xP5BHrrY44xuQaGnxj2oFOmBnFgfoTz2SFOZmijGfeQp_VVb2m8x0bdZBxhvhbGsSsCnRX1bP4eMBAvWk5VRr6EaKr_pIQsrS7kex1xCFaKR4nlrsbnDtttkZ_FNzoCpP_hbKQTYAzP8FzOqqzdsTeCihlE8yfGSaG3lYkzyoaPkuSpCQH2dTGenqTDPdnSdtF1QgWq2DrRDzR1LpAyWBYIsBUueY5-tavSmNBY8eQAhu7ILjDGwlDvtLjhShfDZolTr_jZ_51ngnylBBFEaKmC8k3wFoVDCwoRjSC-OL5JW_zM_9COmMSznTt4qnKCgJPV4_WxJwsVgNfLTrY5syQ5xoBGr1xS-zOK8B2tpscvsqca4qdia6Gvgs3WF9C7UDcTI-3MjywLWdA6I-Tvvjz4bnAm0C0mWSZET5SW4e7pQOj-OowDZH89H6FhP0udorTAK5zA/J-iHVKKM3KvYdwvR_TV9woMg8-P_7f8g/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/6v5qKbiFPXqdA_FVFFsKit3vtI21zk_7Hz1N6UvtZaJXmfqCUyFl5glV25gHqkh68jwwDHKiCGDwmo3D60BAXTkrmfJ1xP5BHrrY44xuQaGnxj2oFOmBnFgfoTz2SFOZmijGfeQp_VVb2m8x0bdZBxhvhbGsSsCnRX1bP4eMBAvWk5VRr6EaKr_pIQsrS7kex1xCFaKR4nlrsbnDtttkZ_FNzoCpP_hbKQTYAzP8FzOqqzdsTeCihlE8yfGSaG3lYkzyoaPkuSpCQH2dTGenqTDPdnSdtF1QgWq2DrRDzR1LpAyWBYIsBUueY5-tavSmNBY8eQAhu7ILjDGwlDvtLjhShfDZolTr_jZ_51ngnylBBFEaKmC8k3wFoVDCwoRjSC-OL5JW_zM_9COmMSznTt4qnKCgJPV4_WxJwsVgNfLTrY5syQ5xoBGr1xS-zOK8B2tpscvsqca4qdia6Gvgs3WF9C7UDcTI-3MjywLWdA6I-Tvvjz4bnAm0C0mWSZET5SW4e7pQOj-OowDZH89H6FhP0udorTAK5zA/J-iHVKKM3KvYdwvR_TV9woMg8-P_7f8g/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/JqmpZBF0IPChnZNHSjc9Iug8a0QQCGd16M6CB3IDYwslB0uOChakNn9nw5OQW7q2ywh05X-6VuSACrx4IgZ3zFEKraF9ZgFZNg94ozmQ9aIPyiK2q2bUeKbnUMTtc9GsUp9JY99mzBEwXlvuqTqf_UbX1UM0pu6NqwCCs_H0Ok5gTYa62Qxlxx__Io1ZgxlqZXqGgRRilLBX9ZG-wv2FZpuW5Di0ndES2Ehr39ywG6f_jRzCQ5qCDzuDREkDFijqlXboOTfIZorzdY1x2VarqeM2s7S6ZcrshATyA8vwAywVT6y9FPQ_7ZjdpLjRSBuIyeEGxY8G4aR1yIInqDy1rzUg91cQm1f2a2DiifrfpKc_XJNr6JE8JvinvTLWSYyDU3pqWwArLRJsgmfH3NIa9fWFmXyIRvb8G4NuoXBep-XtKmkLukOHATy_UCojzGiiNlXI7bsdbsrQ4TmgI4XnQI7tpDr0cTbVvqfG49IifvaPD96FOQQ9XjS1miyeASCTX89GUZ9TuUzu2FNnvMAHCSA_YnpTv4MDaShvRSytE9GmHgJJtJPZHZmCooPwwU6x2gT_nuMgiLYibRx2en2TIH6U9DrSRJ96ByLeJz8/dx2IyUHJ6Gi5m45gGB16_pSMlnuAysKx/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/fqlOCX1epXmBZvxLgqiZbItlb_2qhMNdUTBAPviO6SamBHIK_ksW1hw767De76QYwa2zJhcmD7xj5eDvExc8PrHuZZU0AbGMeLJ1YjGeuAPPmMaHISsx5zeZG8xQUcYQ-Zm_81f3_f3YxSCnre_3NQL9qzIBQp9RTI4BEqG410lMI8MXy2H4CFE7GRWnaeoyNV7gcfaa7zeUJIPXHsHh7IdwtRDb4t2KtsNXpLEterMIUizl2UEwK_Jisos10_L6QJ51UmxjCG9Iow5EBY7N0dpT_AjvmtjGwQFowmV0ft3HI_H2zV9MSmJZWP2znR3Qxdq6RJ7-zjTiBYSbx0eaywaCDzsxOz_oro8wfqU1ArgFNh5iRjvyENcYMp3WbEkesbi7qF2-MTov42Y0SuDSwX_6kg7mnX5-L8_3YnV_lS-tBVDfAeQ0g8FRhLGr6L9PastmfoFOe6kCGp-6vKObPMjEopF5_F5H/9T0Kf2jZpYjow-EouaFKlZpzhRUja6Kn/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/fqlOCX1epXmBZvxLgqiZbItlb_2qhMNdUTBAPviO6SamBHIK_ksW1hw767De76QYwa2zJhcmD7xj5eDvExc8PrHuZZU0AbGMeLJ1YjGeuAPPmMaHISsx5zeZG8xQUcYQ-Zm_81f3_f3YxSCnre_3NQL9qzIBQp9RTI4BEqG410lMI8MXy2H4CFE7GRWnaeoyNV7gcfaa7zeUJIPXHsHh7IdwtRDb4t2KtsNXpLEterMIUizl2UEwK_Jisos10_L6QJ51UmxjCG9Iow5EBY7N0dpT_AjvmtjGwQFowmV0ft3HI_H2zV9MSmJZWP2znR3Qxdq6RJ7-zjTiBYSbx0eaywaCDzsxOz_oro8wfqU1ArgFNh5iRjvyENcYMp3WbEkesbi7qF2-MTov42Y0SuDSwX_6kg7mnX5-L8_3YnV_lS-tBVDfAeQ0g8FRhLGr6L9PastmfoFOe6kCGp-6vKObPMjEopF5_F5H/9T0Kf2jZpYjow-EouaFKlZpzhRUja6Kn/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/a-9yenBDm48A334ayss8ZJye5hr2-mIuJFD1ejtjDiZT4dfk5c_s_Robwlcjx4SAzYtsqqtLTq-h9L0pQO1SAfE-nxpWdbgle7ZhHkRGwd9bNjFnZTl2ZOkIpPAtwzoIZdELo-mOKyfX4mWJSWOEklsA828nNf-fNy1KjXWgz1HJRg4qL8RPOg2nu8fCPMWM8ErhxuVIQmtmZFoNDnWKOWq3OiVLyu1oHclFcFwIRsi34HSx8dPHnb5KbjAs1EVqmoV8JcYjSwbftRDAU7tNN5xwljhJ787LGadelbyYu-Zb_w8j2osUCceH5XEQaQzMeOtvxRRIUYdlERpuBNRLF5pFwlOd0lnBkMJfKDhKjUf9E0jo0FCAQmNx_xg2yiQSBEpuGH5OeAZ8qk27Kf4WWEU4Z48gukM-xyA3SkbfUqazT90/X7Mv5xmY4lc7EYsO9oYIfmmopbS3d-Qw/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/_cik0_ZT6bs5PmLDcmkSBOgrR5PWxBTxhWAU291UuTdjtwZHaQ4vNqMgNOJv5EvEfKdkj9uZGxD02Vr8M5co31ta7NpRrjYzOf4cGHA0mGddOJU7rIRW5meoV7C76y_gdyLZvxMb55YPi0n8Xi90ATT4isgiz3k9rHWzVAotVb5sBeMnzRA9on309jtQNLXR3601lIF3exPHmuqpIBa_GwBkhB8Hvn07nofRKr2INfmMK7AOvoFBpjOOygRL-gIyoZISeDa9nMCdSiyDGfR8UL3vDp3x_bwd3t9PcSRnqz7zeAZiorDdjU61arI6txBpKmF_0BCQApYgl0hDdJZJ-FPfg9II16Q0nrVMyQFwS2S_kKR8dzY3CY8lA9pWgX0N8JxwpTM7Dk5Uq3UUxKSJ_eBjM-BVGfKPNesrmaDGP_FU8M8/T0KgHNFxheSsmuVD2IEiH5so9DWUSKO2/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/_cik0_ZT6bs5PmLDcmkSBOgrR5PWxBTxhWAU291UuTdjtwZHaQ4vNqMgNOJv5EvEfKdkj9uZGxD02Vr8M5co31ta7NpRrjYzOf4cGHA0mGddOJU7rIRW5meoV7C76y_gdyLZvxMb55YPi0n8Xi90ATT4isgiz3k9rHWzVAotVb5sBeMnzRA9on309jtQNLXR3601lIF3exPHmuqpIBa_GwBkhB8Hvn07nofRKr2INfmMK7AOvoFBpjOOygRL-gIyoZISeDa9nMCdSiyDGfR8UL3vDp3x_bwd3t9PcSRnqz7zeAZiorDdjU61arI6txBpKmF_0BCQApYgl0hDdJZJ-FPfg9II16Q0nrVMyQFwS2S_kKR8dzY3CY8lA9pWgX0N8JxwpTM7Dk5Uq3UUxKSJ_eBjM-BVGfKPNesrmaDGP_FU8M8/T0KgHNFxheSsmuVD2IEiH5so9DWUSKO2/14
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/e4bIyOrmAhX5uk3cp1gjnxRm-ylZAauxXuY5QY37iDWT84TR8kp1Ti0n8EclquKhMyGADL0ECXT-p9cJIoUBAYIeepcbGHilmi4QgOPM48kFv3GLw0DNIryF_JWcOKbJ9ZWmzj3DZKLqfd6iFDPyPz7m9z_gVXeMVDQmspvtxKNQWNCGUAktwiC7wz2o2aEkE01hcyIAug8sTte04uC67PXQ4AtA9W-EfRaadHZue3e02ViJ07PSVsMsaY8cL41Xi25aHsiANWc60owbRBPyiRjS6xctzfcJa5vUgoNhNya24JnZ_0uIH1drPaKGk3IKVIUF8Vmv0KSntRCnppVI3kcniz45QhXtb9tCxEIJryf9gyCMu8SN6bvdiVzZx3b-npWM-O4fpGZui0sa_Yy5-d305Big/9hn7UBJEkVdX-drpbxL8VWcTP7lRcJIJ/14

Trump’s puzzling positive remarks laid out the economic
case for the value of enrolling students from overseas.
College degrees are one of the United States’ largest
service exports and a $44-billion-a-year industry,
according to NAFSA: Association of International
Educators. Yet, as | pointed out not long ago, the
economic argument seemed to be falling flat — with the
American public and specifically with the country’s
businessman-in-chief.

Maybe the president has bought in. Cutting the number of
international students “would destroy our entire university
and college system,” Trump told the host, Laura
Ingraham. “I don’t want to do that.”

It's a perspective that would seem at odds with the
actions of his own administration. But it's not the first time
that Trump has sounded a similar note. This summer he
appeared to walk back a threat by Secretary of State
Marco Rubio to “aggressively revoke” Chinese students’
visas. During his campaign, Trump called it a priority to
retain “brilliant” international students by giving green
cards to graduates of American colleges.
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Of course — as | expect many readers will note in my
social-media feeds — these past statements haven’t
appeared to have an appreciable impact on policy. In
addition to actions like the visa freeze, which coincided
with the period when the bulk of student applications are
submitted, the Trump administration has reinstated a
travel ban, pledged to do away with post-study work for
foreign students, and proposed capping international
enrollments in exchange for federal funds in its “compact”
with colleges. There are concerns that these measures
could discourage overseas enroliments.

All these headlines reflect the fact that international
education sits at the nexus of two of the most-contentious
issues in today’s politics: higher education and
immigration.

| don’t pretend to know what’s in the president’s mind, but
| would make one point: Trump made his green-card
comments on a podcast hosted by Silicon Valley
investors who support high-skill immigration.

But he was certainly not egged on to embrace a pro-
international-student position by Ingraham, who sharply
challenged him. “A lot of MAGA folks are not thrilled about
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the idea of hundreds of thousands of foreign students in
the United States,” she said. “Why, sir, is that a pro-
MAGA position when so many American kids want to go
to school and there are not places for them because
universities are getting rich off Chinese money?” When
Trump raised the economic windfall from foreign
students, she rejoined, “So what?”

The president’s response wouldn’t have been out of place
at an international-education conference: “I actually think
it's good to have outside countries. | want to be able to
get along with the world.”

Upcoming Premium Webinar
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Higher Ed in Crisis

Strategies for Managing Response and Communication

PREMIUM WEBINAR | NOVEMBER 12 | 1 PM ET Sign Up Now

Preparing for effective crisis response is critically
important in today's tumultuous higher-ed landscape.
Join us for a premium webinar exploring key elements
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of the crisis management process, the roles that
different campus stakeholders play, and strategies to
improve communications and decision-making in an
emergency. Learn more and register today.

Supreme Court upholds passport

gender rules

The U.S. Supreme Court will allow the Trump
administration to stop issuing passports that reflect the
gender identity of transgender and nonbinary Americans.

The unsigned order will allow a policy that requires U.S.
passports to display a person’s sex at birth to go into
effect temporarily while lower courts consider its legality.
The rule applies to first-time applicants and those
renewing passports. Current passports will not be
revoked and remain valid.

I’m curious how colleges and education-abroad providers
are advising trans and other LGBT students planning to
study overseas. Students and scholars, does the policy
affect your decision to travel in and out of the United
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States for education, research, or conferences? Email me

at karin.fischer@chronicle.com, and | could share some

of what | find in a future Latitudes.
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That’s the share of team leaders involved in China-U.S.
scientific collaborations who were from Chinese
universities. Researchers at the University of Chicago
used machine learning to analyze nearly 6 million papers
to identify the extent of joint authors’ intellectual
leadership, assigning higher values for key roles such as
those identified as designing the project. In 2010,
Chinese scholars led just 30 percent of international
collaborations.

The findings suggest that China is moving beyond being
a significant contributor to research to a position of global

scientific influence.

Around the globe

The California Supreme Court let stand a lower court
ruling that a University of California policy preventing
students without legal status in the United States from
working on-campus jobs is discriminatory.
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Thirty-seven colleges and organizations joined a brief
in a case challenging Texas’ abrupt decision to repeal a
law providing in-state tuition to undocumented students.

Columbia University is the latest institution to receive a
letter from a congressional committee pushing colleges to
cut ties with China.

Three more scholars from China hosted by the
University of Michigan have been charged with smuggling
biological material into the country.

A British university halted research into human-rights
abuses in China under pressure from the government
there.

The Canadian government again plans big cuts in
student visas, but international graduate students will be
exempt from the caps.

A new organization will represent foreign students in

Australia.

Australians say they are losing trust in higher education,
with respondents in a recent poll indicating that they
believe colleges there prioritize profits, not education.
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And finally ...

In response to a recent newsletter, many of you shared
your experiences being a world away from events
unfolding at home. Krista McCallum Beatty, director of the
Office of International Students and Scholars at Michigan
State University, writes:

“I was abroad both times Barack Obama was elected to
the presidency. The first time | was in Germany on a
Fulbright, and the second time | was in Ethiopia to adopt
our son. My husband and | still talk about hiking in
Ethiopia and hearing the news that President Obama had
been reelected from our Ethiopian guides. They were as
excited as we were.”

Meanwhile, Lloyd Paradiso, an international-education
consultant, was in Glasgow earlier this year when his
“beloved” Philadelphia Eagles took on the reigning
champs, the Kansas City Chiefs, in the Super Bowl.
Game time was at 1 a.m., and he had a morning flight.



“Being ridiculously superstitious, | fell asleep with the
Eagles up by around 20 points, thinking | couldn’t risk
watching or listening to another minute,” he said.
Paradiso learned of the Eagles’ dominant performance
from his “jovial, hungover, animated taxi driver.” He
“regaled me with a spirited rendition of how badly we
dogged the Chiefs all the way to the airport. | don’t think |
could have enjoyed or celebrated any better,” said
Paradiso.

Sadly for me, the Toronto Blue Jays didn’t have the same
luck, losing the World Series in an 11-inning heartbreaker.
But | got to watch several middle-of-the-night games in a
bar beneath Waterloo Station with what seemed like
every other Canadian in London. And that’ll make a good
story, right?

Thanks for reading. | always welcome your feedback and
ideas for future reporting, so drop me a line at
karin.fischer@chronicle.com. You can also connect with
me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this newsletter,
please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign
up here.
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