


About Emerging Futures

Amplifying the voice of
international students

IDP’s Emerging Futures research aims to equip the
international education sector, institutions, and policy
makers with informed insights to offer exceptional global
education experiences aligned to student priorities.

Emerging Futures, Voice of the International Student,
examines the attitudes, motivations and intentions of
international students.

In this survey, we asked students about their perceptions
of government communications regarding international
student visas and arrival processes. We also explored how
soon prospective students intend to apply for their
international education experience and the top reasons
given by students who are declining to study
internationally at all.
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Evolution of our research

115,000+ students surveyed over 14 surveys

Crossroads New
1-5 Horizons

April 2020 August
- July 2021 2021
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Emerging
Futures 1-8

March 2022 -
August 2025




Research context

A survey of nearly 8,000 students (prospective, decliner, applied, current and completed)

15-minute Administered Conducted
survey in English and between
Chinese July 21, 2025 -
August 31, 2025
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Student respondent profile

7,922 respondents from across the globe

Study status
Prospective
30% Respondents
| from 134
4% — countries and
Complete reg iOI‘IS
3% Current
22%
Top 10
source China Bangladesh Nigeria Pakistan Ghana
markets 639 610 465 408
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Study level
Postgraduate
60”%
Other
3%
Pathway

6% ————o
Undergraduate

Vocational %
o 26
Philippines Indonesia Nepal Taiwan

366 305 267 198






Key findings

What insights can institutions, governments and the sector take away?

Affordability
pressures of Students continue to rank Australia highly for graduate

international employment opportunities and post-study work

. . pathways, while the US has declined in these
education persist, oerceptions.

but cqn?mu.mcat'on « Students identified New Zealand as providing the
of policies is now clearest communications on policy relating to international
critical to student visas and arrival processes, while the US and UK

sustaining trust in were rated lowest.
top study « Half of all prospective students intend to apply within six
destinations. months, and a further 29 per cent within a year, largely
driven by students from South Asia (India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh).

« The UK has seen the steepest rise in students declining
to study internationally, while the number of ‘decliners’
for Canada has gone down.

« Affordability remains the bigger barrier to international {
. study, with the cost of tuition, cost of living and cost of ;
&'dp student visas as the top reasons for choosing not to
study internationally.



Perceptions of study destinations

Australia leads perceptions of most aspects, with the US retaining the top spot for education
quality and the UK leading in international student policies, alongside New Zealand

Destination leader

Quality of
education

Safety and
welcoming

Graduate
employment
opportunities

Post-study work
visa policies

International
student policies
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Lowest

Question: Please rate your perceptions of the following countries on the following:



The UK & Canada have marginally increased in first-choice preference

Meanwhile, the US continues to decline, falling to third place

Australia

28%

Canada

14%

New
Zealand

5%
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No change

Emerging Futures 8 (August 2025) compared with Emerging Futures 7 (February 2025)
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Question: From the list of countries below, please rank your top four (4) study destinations, rank 1 being your first choice to study in.
You may rank the countries by typing in 1 to 4 in the box, with rank 1 being your first-choice destination.




How clear are government communications on policy relating to
International student visas and arrival processes?

NZ Canada Australia Ireland

7.3 7.1 7.0 7.0

Question: How do you perceive the communication and information from the government from your preferred destination regarding policy towards international
student visa and arrival processes?, rated from 0 to 10, where O = very unclear and 10 = very clear




When do prospective students intend to apply?
Half intend to apply within 6 months, with a further 29% in the next 12 months

China Bangladesh India Pakistan Ghana

18% O

8%

0w
=

‘ Within 6 months . Within 12 months ‘ 18 — 24 months
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Question: When do you expect to apply to study abroad?



Decliners shapshot: One in five students who have
changed their plans intended to study in the UK

Postgraduate

Undergraduate
Vocational 38%
6%
Gender
n=351

o,
Prefer not to answer 2 %
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Intended IDP
destination

Question asked:
Where did you
intend to study?
(n=344)

Top 5 source
markets
n=351

Canada New Zealand

12% 6%

e

Paklstan Ph|||pp|nes Bangladesh Nigeria

20 20

12




Decliners — why are you no longer studying internationally?

Financial constraints are the main reason for no longer pursuing international studies

The cost of Cost of living Student visa It is too difficult Study options
tuition is now has become too cost has become getting a in my home

beyond my expensive too expensive student visa country have
financial reach become more

51 % appealing

177

°
x |d p Question: Which among the following reasons explain why you are no longer pursuing your international studies? Please choose up to three reasons most applicable 1 3
to you. (n=344; includes only respondents who indicated they are no longer pursuing international studies)




How are students reacting to policy updates?

66 While the US has always
been the top preference for
Indian students, visa
issuance and softer job
market trends are creating
uncertainty. ??

IDP India Head of Destination Training & Client
Development (USA)
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Summary

What insights can institutions, governments and the sector take away?

 Clarity of government communication on visas and arrivals
could be a key differentiator, with New Zealand seen as
providing the most clear information, while the US and UK lag
behind. Destinations with less transparent communication risk
creating uncertainty that can deter prospective students,
especially in competitive markets.

« India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh stand out as critical markets
for prospective students, with 60%+ of students ready to
apply within six months. These markets require immediate
outreach, fast-tracked application support, and proactive
conversion strategies to capture intent before it wanes.

« The UK sees the sharpest rise in decliners since Emerging
Futures 7, however Canada has seen a drop. This could
indicate an improvement in Canada’s relative attractiveness
or a shift in challenges compared to peers.

« Affordability remains the dominant barrier across all markets
"Id for studying internationally, with ‘cost of tuition’ and ‘cost of
P living’ standing out as main deterrents.




Contact Us

Media contact:

Annie Collison — Porter Novelli
acollison@porternovelli.com.au
+61 406 080 356

partners.idp.com/emergingfutures




