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Another test for language study

Online learning, overseas competition, and a slow recovery from the
pandemic have made for a bumpy few years for programs that offer
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English-language instruction.

Now they face a new challenge: A proposed rule that would impose
fixed periods of admission on international students, a shift away from
open-ended study.

There is opposition among higher-education groups to the regulatory
changes, which would also limit transfers and give the federal
government greater authority to determine academic progress. The
Trump administration has said more oversight of the student-visa
system is needed to cut down on overstays and safety risks.

The impact on intensive English programs could be especially
significant, however. The regulation singles out language study,
capping it at 24 months. More fundamentally, some fear it could
undercut the role of English-language institutes and other preparatory
programs as a pathway to pursuing a college degree, while making
the United States less attractive to those who simply want to learn a
new language.

“It would be an enormous shift in the way we operate as an industry,”
said Daryl Bish, an executive-board member for EnglishUSA, a
professional association for English-language programs. (Bish is also
assistant director of the English-language institute at the University of
Florida but emphasized that he was not speaking in his institutional
capacity.)

About 70,000 students were enrolled in English programs in 2024.
While their numbers have been slowly growing, there are only about
half as many as a decade ago.

Under the proposal — which is open for public comment through
Monday — students would be admitted to the United States with a
fixed expiration date, either their program end date or after four years,
whichever is shorter. That means most language students who want
to continue on to earn a degree would have to apply to extend their
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stay, a process that could be expensive and, based on the
government’s slow processing of visa-related documents, lengthy.

Forty-three percent of students at college-affiliated English-language
programs plan additional study, according to the Institute of
International Education.

The draft rule would also lock students into their original institution
and program for their first year. That provision is intended to cut down
on students entering the United States on a visa for one college and
then immediately transferring out, a practice many institutions find
frustrating and time consuming. Intensive English students, who
spend, on average, less than 13 weeks in language study, would be
unable to switch programs or move on to study for a degree.

Programs would have to provide more early advising to deal with the
changes, Bish said. As a student, he asked, would you still want to
study here “with the limitations, extra steps, anticipated costs, and
uncertainty under the proposed rule?”

Students in degree programs also couldn’t re-enroll in language study
because the regulation prohibits “reverse matriculation,” pursuing
another program at the same or lower educational level. Students
going into graduate study sometimes seek short refresher courses to
master more advanced technical language or to prepare to write their
dissertation, Cheryl Delk-Le Good, EnglishUSA’s executive director,
said.

Compared to other countries, the United States attracts more students
who see language preparation as the entry point for further academic
study. The proposed restrictions could undercut that competitive edge,
said Jacqueline McCafferty, another EnglishUSA board member and
director of the Center for American Language and Culture at Temple
University.
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At the same time, the changes “lump” all language students together
when they may have very different needs and goals when studying
English, for academic, professional, or personal reasons, she said. “It
would take away our opportunity to be nimble.”

 

Upcoming Professional Development Program

Our Administrative Leadership Institute is returning this fall to help
administrators across campus navigate uncertainty and move
forward key initiatives. This unique virtual program offers two weeks
of structured exercises, collaborative conversations, and tools to
empower participants with skills and sensibilities to cultivate
positive campus relationships.  Learn more and register today.

A big fee hike for H-1B visas could affect
colleges

A new $100,000 fee for skilled-worker visas could squeeze the
pipeline of talent to American colleges.
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The fee hike on H-1B visas, announced by President Trump on Friday,
could affect higher education in two ways: The potential to stay and
work in the United States is a draw for many international students,
and limits on post-graduate employment could diminish the value of
an American degree.

And colleges themselves use the temporary visas to hire foreign
professors, researchers, and other staff members with specialized
skills, particularly in critical science and technology roles. Stanford
University, for instance, had petitions approved for 500 H-1B visas so
far this year. The enormous fee increases — most employers now pay
$5,000 or less per application, depending on size — could make
hiring foreign talent cost prohibitive for many institutions.

The administration has said the changes are needed to protect jobs
for American workers and to combat abuse of the visa system.

The policy’s messy rollout caused confusion — current visa holders
who were abroad scrambled to return to the United States until the
administration clarified the fee increases would only apply to new
applications.

Still, as my colleague Ellie Davis writes, critical questions remain
unanswered. For one, will the policy apply to employers, like
universities, that are currently exempt from a nationwide cap on H-
1Bs?

Another uncertainty: The presidential action cites a law governing the
entry of people into the United States. But more than half of H-1B
visas approved in 2024 went to applicants already in the country, and
of those, 70 percent went to student-visa holders. Could students who
remain in the United States and change their visa status avoid the
fee?

 

From the Chronicle Store

https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/m4rxtgtx3hhyZhN1sOqSxTrm6QO86hKV3-ep8euLaQoEb8DlPO2UsJCTjHF-aYcnzr797Msy0P-yLfDS-rIuza4A9z5zb6vYtIXDoO6-AnQuesfGWZE-HpcVDZsuK3Pal0qp7wHSO9tSj1iKZ5W2pA6sOHtLVwJ8w9JwYeksCl0dqEJ2zpUfYNM8vMoGs4-Rt3rsu6k6GHyZQGh0e-0b1FoTPUTJ8rbbecsln9KtVqh0_C3_mB8AZfxg_3pXZzKhcGuiLrPjLMbumPtqVFknm7LZCPOeu_MaVmBjZV3ZB7Fw2c1zOP5E-139O1jJJiaCKYzvi0L9_gvVbsZA7AJJXzyBK4G5x1qaAn2E7QLzzODmD72Kh0YanNf0VVr-Lx6DifQM44nsHT7rZfmoLQPr6U8N8IcFn_omBaQiEu8KBfCTvOYMp1VMvvY1NzVuhzNggu3H0jrDz4GG__WAX8d091o9zLWhrKAPXe7so_7N-Nwl45rYM6Uc/I2-oVMt3BNdiZpXRv2ntlxxtGmdzUU8l/13
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/qF9H_5N5ISrxaHXEKcUYDYJ5XulfLgtn2bXPZxkGsV2VhtAC3FLNOAs5ucAtsXww3CfOvRhSGNY5liSOs7iH8r7704mMfCXnzhEPUMh6YgugcKLHH_LDvMOG0YTTRqaetYnlKiItzEJrbTaQBa8N6fMJNENEF1ymypB1JrxsIcx1DpvQzsbYvhWSKd8cC7CB_sfUkZFC7J20vG82R6H3kbu6hrp9WhUvwtuv9pMg4Jc6ZTnlPzsDGJGRGf4sx8YI9vmqAy8mekXi5ApIOBQToQ_zcB4vMVXXjjjm_O3e-KSZeGUI2h0ghe1yjGJ5n6nEXYkPLct1W5et5ewhay-8HWdEWIzfMeRyEfQXmE17Y-4n8tVKVWQntQ8v2F6LktLMKRbYQicrfAkgRwGiuayQBM6puzJP2xV6U_S-byIWSBJoInXPx8ixeg4wQhB7KyrY/9TsfTsEux5FSWCA6SN52HAMWN6NxRvY_/13
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/qF9H_5N5ISrxaHXEKcUYDYJ5XulfLgtn2bXPZxkGsV2VhtAC3FLNOAs5ucAtsXww3CfOvRhSGNY5liSOs7iH8r7704mMfCXnzhEPUMh6YgugcKLHH_LDvMOG0YTTRqaetYnlKiItzEJrbTaQBa8N6fMJNENEF1ymypB1JrxsIcx1DpvQzsbYvhWSKd8cC7CB_sfUkZFC7J20vG82R6H3kbu6hrp9WhUvwtuv9pMg4Jc6ZTnlPzsDGJGRGf4sx8YI9vmqAy8mekXi5ApIOBQToQ_zcB4vMVXXjjjm_O3e-KSZeGUI2h0ghe1yjGJ5n6nEXYkPLct1W5et5ewhay-8HWdEWIzfMeRyEfQXmE17Y-4n8tVKVWQntQ8v2F6LktLMKRbYQicrfAkgRwGiuayQBM6puzJP2xV6U_S-byIWSBJoInXPx8ixeg4wQhB7KyrY/9TsfTsEux5FSWCA6SN52HAMWN6NxRvY_/13
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/_7pDjaZb8_d401_ECjS5u8hFCd9B3eGLweEUw9Q1glQ9VlRXqaF2Y0zsAoXEpd7SwEdtZA1aEwhi6RKVzXsWPox7S9AAJ87i9Zbpos18l6zWhlR4lST3AAEPum4ID-o1YZiMjL7BK3JdOGA8AQQJfhkVehe45DYcPzMuCSzxUui6M59zFxcFOKsBEdx8sbIIONT22DYfm1MeDj408LNC92av53VRWxOb3PrSs2JP6MxdDMLDvUXkjfvjjZxeLsWQ0Hf5xR9aeAjZLgFVMiaoRz6op0OGyeTSFVB8WQcd3E2tFb3We-88NFtMTDYmDgOqr5wASvy3K1Q87dQMs-fHgVliUVjb4gCfWKOOJNW6YMEQwOrwHFTPMNkQJgFsfeg41uILMe3LWjf1GdarMLhD6ssc96GSyHzUxFr2kkLeR6BlOISRvaj_LMpwPAQu2J0lpmW4VMXw4pk_lvl3RzmElwR2E69wtNMCNY2BY5TEee8atO7xCQ/1fJciD8Xb1a2FsSdnf0bRi6o_m25ryt4/13
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/TQSMgFPDEpkJ6pwpe7wJhcmrV7909dm76HuC-K0v7-zehrpaNeb3WYLY6hCHb4O9O6SVhBGHi94ZckqeIFieEz8ukI9Jty05zDm1uQy1dtMOCW0NqGHegt6KBQKFHKTdxyfWF44RmcUEOB2F6AnTOBupErAf3luZ0QNE-fkFdNjnS2Ek0K3grbJRCHIsRAvYUO1TdNRg5gnjSVZLqICVmtgTm-EwQO3JKIr0scl-d9EcEC7LrNWEmjCL9J8CPpZIs-eP47-BNwU3bLFVQ0_020I3Fpp02Oc-LLW0kkkXrfKND8uVD92ZTREd9htquMJdl3pq5xaLrsR9y7fy9kUDIMqHyMDNLvwHxMU6hBn3AfbVqoke8qX4eGLD6vsH9QCzNDhYOoigRdC7oYGVcMEj6w6UfVV8Gop0tFDWjA_-6W9IQWJhSlSk7iiDhM-jZYMHzZjB1ojTtnV7Z_NWvBRRNRl0W8bpe5-iwpn0vohDPYQhW-GIzkSekxQMORFnbWglObmbcSFTPzRxfWZ2N9ml/swr26vGEzIJOol29aoxDnY6_Q4lBezpO/13
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/dTqRL7dvhbwIcDJNBP0JilVOpywP6MBKNBbCX1BHkJjFKmy9xM0zyrD0nSfVI6T0ypG_w67PSmlVedffeINrqJRpzjF67dUbNJhJUUxEpUUL9M2gslQp0uXRC1Auu5fP5NNLlwuOfRWzV_HUGn1dY0ysVWoLXMkqZEy_RUI4ojRznU9mYzXu6GBOUxLSUGCukfFEsnxFywMs6QZnw_mEzrsoxFKhRzJ3sHSGC9BGexn2ne4ygyjm5rVKRVZRlMq1vWR0iTxfCZTifv2aEGkzhUWZElNxYtLEX6S9KdGaLfDP6_c-3z2VLkxLCWK20DQV0Qmti6F_HhyAUE6_1PI4ZkK7CchhK6l0g1HG0Y--rGUcyvIzo2AXU4sN8HYywNiwZN4ozT9HP9yxv2e4USn_o5JkwpBXdqpCq19pjeEvXQSnbe9gq5lptcuJBbOrH-DC4jBOHCfj6VrhKmoDVM2QuLlyAv8Vb1Sew2EGMv-3fG6pGd52hnhlqucmAbXXaKK5dQ/6XxEq_fHCZXccMr_RqE1RP5F1QHxILje/13


Supporting Students in
Turbulent Times
For vulnerable students, it is harder than ever
to navigate the path to and through
college. Order this report for expert insights on
the steps colleges can take to support these
students emotionally, financially, and
logistically.

Poll says Americans support international
students

Most Americans favor the enrollment of international students — but
with caveats.

Nearly 80 percent of respondents in a Pew Research Center survey
agreed that it’s good for colleges to admit foreign students, a view that
cuts across party lines. Still, half said they would support restrictions
on students from China. Four in 10 backed limits on students from
other top-sending countries, including India, Nigeria, and South
Korea.

And 42 percent said the U.S. government should be able to cancel the
visas of students who criticize American foreign policy, something the
Trump administration has sought to do.
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Week highlighting international education will
continue

International-education groups said they would continue to celebrate
International Education Week despite a loss of federal support.

The Departments of State and Education had co-sponsored the week
recognizing the benefits of international education and global
exchange and engagement for 25 years. But the Trump administration
has pulled support for such programming.

In a joint statement, international-education organizations said they
would hold events, slated for November 17-21, as a way to “amplify”
attention on the impact of global education.

 

Around the globe

Congressional Republicans accused the Biden administration of
inadequately enforcing visa rules by allowing Chinese students who
studied at universities with military and intelligence ties to come to the
United States.

The University of Pittsburgh has ended a decade-long partnership
with Sichuan University, in China.

The Chinese government has approved a slew of educational
programs offered jointly with foreign institutions.

Vietnam hopes to build several world-class universities in the next
two years.
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The Taliban has banned teaching books by female authors at Afghan
universities.

The Russian government is forbidding schools from using the
International Baccalaureate curriculum, a college-preparatory program
recognized by colleges around the world.

Argentinian lawmakers blocked President Javier Milei’s veto of a bill
to fund higher education.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com or
message me confidentially at Signal. You can also connect with me on
X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like this newsletter, please share it with
colleagues and friends. They can sign up here.
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