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Some colleges could lose approval to enroll
international students
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Colleges that are too “pro-Hamas” could be blocked from enrolling
international students, the Trump administration warns.

The threat to pull colleges’ federal student-visa authorization is
another escalation of President Trump’s crackdown on both
immigration and campus protest. And much like the abrupt revocation
of the visas of international-student activists in recent days, the
decertification plan could barrel past norms and safeguards,
disregarding established rules and processes.

A senior State Department official told Axios that all colleges approved
to enroll foreign students would be subject to a review. “You can have
so many bad apples in one place that it leads to decertification of the
school,” the official said. “I don’t think we’re at that point yet. But it is
not an empty threat.”

Immigration arrests of students and scholars have multiplied,
including a Turkish graduate student at Tufts University whose on-the-
street detention by masked agents went viral. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said last week that some 300 visas of students and other
visitors had been revoked on his order, citing little-used State
Department authority to rescind visas for foreign-policy reasons.

“They’re visitors to the country. If they’re taking activities that are
counter to our foreign — to our national interest, to our foreign policy,
we’ll revoke the visa,” Rubio told reporters. “No one has a right to a
visa.”

Rubio also sent a cable instructing American diplomats overseas to
scrutinize the social-media accounts of some student-visa applicants
as part of an effort to ban those critical of the United States and Israel
from entering the country.

Now the administration could be upping the ante by seeking to
penalize colleges. Although a presidential order previously directed
colleges to “monitor” students and employees who take part in
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campus protests, going after the ability of institutions to admit
international students could hit them where it hurts — tuition dollars
from foreign students have become increasingly important to many
colleges’ bottom lines. Columbia University, which has been singled
out for its handling of protests over the war in Gaza, enrolls more than
20,000 international students, a larger number than all but two other
institutions.

While the administration’s statement has unnerved colleges, it has
baffled them, too. Decertifying a college, one longtime director of
international-student services noted, is “cumbersome and rare.”

The infrastructure around student visas — and colleges’
administrative accountability — differs from that for other temporary,
nonimmigrant visas. Since the September 11, 2001, terror attacks,
colleges have had to register all international students in a federal
database, the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, or
SEVIS, and are responsible for maintaining up-to-date information,
such as student course loads and current addresses.

To enroll foreign students, institutions must be authorized by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. Nearly 7,500 colleges, language
programs, and secondary schools have such certification.

A spokesperson for the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
which oversees SEVIS, said 125 schools and colleges have “lost or
voluntarily withdrawn” their certification during the current fiscal year.
But experienced educators said it is relatively uncommon for the
government to revoke such authority.

One administrator who handles student visas at her public university
in the Midwest said she repeatedly alerted Homeland Security officials
about a rash of students transferring out to a for-profit language
school in New York despite being proficient in English. (The
administrator asked not to be identified because of concerns about
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speaking publicly on a politically sensitive issue.) It took years before
the school was shut down, she said.

As a reporter, I have first-hand experience with the decertification
process, which includes appeals. In 2011, my colleagues and I wrote
a lengthy investigative report about fraudulent colleges that act as
visa mills, exploiting loopholes in the student-visa system to bring
foreign workers to the United States.

Nearly all of the students were from overseas at one of the institutions
we reported on, the University of Northern Virginia, and the address
the college listed for its accreditor was an auto-body repair shop. Four
months after our article published, immigration authorities raided the
university, but it would be two and a half more years before it lost
approval to enroll international students.

To Ronald B. Cushing, director of international services at the
University of Cincinnati, the idea that the Trump administration could
unilaterally yank colleges’ student-visa authority is a head-scratcher.
“It’s an official process,” he said. “You don’t just wake up one day and
find that you’re locked out of the SEVIS system.”

It’s unclear if the administration is drawing up plans to carry through
on its threats. The ICE spokesperson said there were no requirements
in current regulations for colleges to monitor the political and speech
activities of student-visa holders and report them in the SEVIS
system. Nor is the agency currently undertaking any actions to review
institutions’ certifications based on campus protest, the spokesperson
said.

The administration’s handling of student-visa revocations suggests
that it may not be constrained by previous practice. The Midwestern
administrator said she learned that several of her students’ records
had been terminated only when she checked the visa database at the
suggestion of a colleague at another college. Homeland Security
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officials typically notify colleges when it cancels their students’ visas.
“This is not normal at all,” the administrator said.
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Upcoming Workshop

While leadership has always required resilience and vision, the
challenges of this moment demand something more: the ability to
navigate uncertainty together. Our Women Leading Change
Program provides leaders the skills, frameworks, and peer support
that can help them support their campuses in these unpredictable
times. Learn more and register.

 

International-ed groups criticize crackdown

The sense that Trump administration policies that target international
students have reached a “tipping point” has led some higher-
education groups to speak out.
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On Monday, the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and
Immigration, a coalition of more than 570 college leaders, released a
statement condemning the detention of international and immigrant
students and scholars.

“The government’s actions and rhetoric create an atmosphere of fear,
threaten academic freedom, chill free expression, and jeopardize the
well-being of noncitizen members of our campus communities,” the
statement said, adding that such actions “appear to lack clear cause
or be based on political speech or association and raise serious
concerns about fairness, due process, freedom from arbitrary or
discriminatory enforcement, and other constitutional protections.”

Miriam Feldblum, the alliance’s executive director, said the group’s
members were “concerned we were at a tipping point, and if we didn’t
speak up now, then when?”

NAFSA: Association of International Educators also put out a
statement from its executive director, Fanta Aw. “Students have many
options” when choosing where to study abroad, Aw said. “Losing
international students’ contributions will negatively impact U.S.
engagement with the world, as well as the country’s economic
strength, security, and global competitiveness. These outcomes run
counter to the administration’s stated goal of making America safer,
stronger, and more prosperous.”

As my colleague Megan Zahneis has written, associations have taken
the lead in pushing back against efforts by the new Trump
administration, criticizing policies and filing lawsuits when their
campus members may be worried about the fallout of speaking up.

In other Trump-related developments:

Several prominent professors are leaving American colleges for the
University of Toronto. “It’s more valuable to work in an international
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context,” said Jason Stanley, a philosophy professor at Yale University.
“There’s not an atmosphere of fear.”
Colleges in Oregon and California can no longer allow students without
permanent legal status access to some federally funded programs meant
to help disadvantaged students earn degrees, according to a recent
decision from the U.S. Department of Education. The Biden
administration had granted the states waivers to include undocumented
students in federal TRIO programs.
Immigrant advocacy groups are challenging a rule that would require
all noncitizens to register with the federal government.
Could Germany be borrowing the American playbook? Immigration
authorities in Berlin are moving to deport four young foreign residents
because of their part in pro-Palestinian protests.
A student activist at Cornell University left the United States
voluntarily after a judge declined to immediately block the government
from deporting him.
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Florida professor fired under foreign-influence
law
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New College of Florida fired a Chinese-language professor, citing a
law that prohibits state colleges from hiring scholars and graduate
assistants from “countries of concern.”

Kevin Wang, an instructor from China seeking asylum in the United
States, had been teaching at the public liberal-arts college for two
years before he was abruptly dismissed in mid-March. In a letter
shared with the local public-radio station, Suncoast Searchlight, New
College officials told Wang, who was legally authorized to work, that
he was being terminated because of his immigration status and
country of origin, not for cause.

A state foreign-influence law, approved in 2023, restricts Florida
institutions from hiring people from seven countries of concern,
including China, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Russia, Syria, and
Venezuela. A pair of graduate students and a professor have sued to
block the law, saying it is discriminatory, unconstitutional, and
overrides federal authority for immigration, national security, and
foreign affairs.

Wang was hired as an adjunct instructor just weeks after the law —
which forbids grants or agreements with universities in countries of
concern without approval of the state’s Board of Governors — went
into effect. His dismissal seems to have been prompted by actions to
reappoint him.

Wang told Suncoast Searchlight that he was a professor in China but
left because of political repression.

Florida is one of a number of states that have sought to more closely
police the foreign ties of local colleges.
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Around the globe

The U.S. House of Representatives has approved legislation that
would lower the federal foreign-gift reporting requirement for colleges
and mandate that they report all gifts and contracts from China and
other countries of concern. Lawmakers passed a similar bill during the
last congressional session, but it wasn’t acted on by the Senate.

A new report looks at whether colleges’ program offerings are
aligned with international students’ academic interests.

A strike by nontenured faculty members at Wellesley College has
raised concerns that students may not receive full credit for
incomplete coursework, potentially jeopardizing their visa status.

Harvard has suspended a research partnership with Birzeit
University, in the Palestinian West Bank.

Turkish police used pepper spray and a water cannon to break up
anti-government protests on the campus of Middle East Technical
University.

Students worry that they could be forced to return home to
Afghanistan because of U.S. government-funding cuts to the
American University of Afghanistan’s campus-in-exile in Qatar.

Professors in Serbia have not been paid during nationwide protests.

The German Academic Exchange Service has cut more than a
dozen federally funded programs for scholarships, research
exchanges, and campus internationalization because of cost
concerns.

The University of Sussex has been fined a record £585,000, or
$758,000, by British regulators for failing to uphold freedom of
speech.

https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/4TGWJDwlDclwm1yzYdIU4d7EmrezG4N2y7RzqucMuC31HsT_CpLPK_RkzG7d_Y65DAz3N0I-9QHhcBYKNcjtaKU7Cp0rTARDOJTwiqryaJGYLhmERcRHHf-cMBkpnQ828CigryM2E12y5-8fQPnAyMh9c9lKVngiqlRttSr-U1bWssyJyWHjQGtrP9_DPvxvJvJUx5ZY_caMiES0WwTsmVAl5RxPY4WJYwPwXTBbIVINTX1g37da3D2UIRl896jhU-M0hWGcWsuKVxwG662le0-OoQZ90pe4BSA3vKzpK_g4x7VQjiVuRfx89KgyBj1CCEXe5sc15ORvwxKuHJ6uhgxJgYxA4_ChIC3n18qnqHBUNElcvphYS5PIoeBh6NMobtWvmlmWTbp4bGZ2heP-bykFJx5ihk99202akCin5_1aGAIpeMEEiXzx_WMbHv_dsOE/UDvY72Xw4shZY75tIiH1iUjSK5m7inGj/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/CdVL8CUTYplI4FioSXb5U1OMIibcDLymet06rlBBxbRzMaQVmYGHvDUE7xEqStN-isp4iF5ckh3Y3flIoEQ7tbFVUGqmrcQV3fiL56AFXpZsYPFINK9ILXmCrJYYgRcnVD-rtBZqXmWeLMYZvEt0If5NC3SKBgPffG4YGp8Agycbxiu4k9ES-lBRVC4rLahciq75MTP3hvJ0P11X6UTEQpaIN-Tt9P05PCpikDuLbSxFEP6wXp4lN5wA5p-A0yI_Sh31M4hvbHd7RDze8Jn-oTXDZlcqdJFsLxltuLTJSLNxECkySSmnciW-7f_w3t7feD8BKPtLYVoPO2fqq4ew02n4I2MuxQSzZcXoZq6aZKhlOWCiNQJctGA65A1hgPQnIET_lVAqP4ltoZJgPAh0F_x6JWoPFZqrmmToXK_ovlrF1-8O3d8V0gKt0qxSHNh-5yJdrztvZjm8TSb-Yj0HDRW3PF8Vw4oMjZoM2ulu-UUGNUvgs28T5Cqvv4oryMId69q1T6pG8C4BWgC4AJcY/anHiS6u6ET5Le4AG6n3wPixtiYYTfJcp/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/js9ozOdOucTc7jyR-i4Y7ix10I8gE_WlaoAThdFJbYGSQhryBSoDx7FOdgiHR55nf-ErqLgTIumlzMHqUAgPPuMV_kqAXvVkPLgFRIzvzuKHMxfxH85I1Drtb3whgeziSCpKZRjkkzK3wgtpgSjClUgvqCUj3KD9nq7Ll0iwgTgg5W6HbzjTo3UlRc4yzOJITyP8PBO7cdR0wr_i1wAx1UGgiSg3CA9D17mRCNTUefz2P1XDBanN_5xSHavyTxDoL7H8wEZHO9J7bWuZ2OqAVPasjamBwoJIy1hHOdZG2fYxTTGtdlErBzunOnNijObhPJ8fDELpSQwzzR2LlvphKsbtLTznO4LN1ESa5hu6aaqRUE1TEEObYlRnjNFgPzvocpRpqaJLXTYElBnWOmenourgXj-1N9zBd0z58z7FJATwsBP6ANDpg0u6kPm8ye9k7vrOdE9buodHWhvqrtVsybG1Qf8oPac/7BNvUYpnyc8JRx_NHNyWZOCEGm1SkMYC/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/ioTyHxYy47ywA07i9CgVUeaVHXUls2TEBQIeeheUTzsJBei7MavP-0n6lxuqx5OLdOrmGT0zG8IXrvw8AIUzM3Lo7S9w__ToK5asJnuZfmV8Q9yDtham7haQde9aP7A5alXWGBQHnF_mNQgrO0AQ_KmCec062ICxEoCjiXRPQb44pgG9TI2OHlDg9PxHGN1eKV5qDnx9M3hz7NdeiBi84EN4ImVR54jku6lyQb7IPP716OFuzMgsh-F5qzdNl9TgvtklxmSI89_NlytkryBmInWN0CTIakDIzjMj5OBo2omdlQnNWNu-m8Fwx-sSzBNIfEwi16W5cMyUkGNx0GAhvgyEU8ft9-D1XJ7ZGv-mT80eamUr_FAvQU3JqSFsj_Ltn9KvdQZUVdbZqPL0VGr_8P3LyiZfEl6KdE58wZBxV6ijCCXvIHHXKhBCISxQApql9k0giNus6i2DDk6q/E6O8db2TytbNzldmZ62vYS4nLK79p7rC/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/bm_xzhYmWKeKAN82F1_qgh-CZWWIrWc4xLK47sRWpogo8GPAF-7KI4QfR9zfpbKzuIa4oPs2Z0xSpbpW352mKNglEVO6TElRwasMfce-sdon_jKhB01mHmV3aukDuu9bBwZ7ysKRdeyX5lvFF9NhYYU169Oo0VTsyxsYcUP9ZEYBP0JxJJrHyq684Egxfe3uLvPYJCh0Ml-FYqGwTWLZ0_9FOU4aMyABniwNX4ha7I-DjYLLSuwy71Oj2_X_cruxbYmB859SuwVifxsxuBhHfgE9luucvHU_4ZSoeuMS2Y7uLcrF1VRFebRVO567AdU00-1jFXGbt3bRJ1mqAfnrlGqPARxQuKjswRHbgFqcVIbdpUHyBBDzKl9zFjEMnzsW6SWOMkOFIQNh3frPsxbvnel0aEIfzNG0Zjbejyi8JDUsXWW7jhl3Gcpk0jUIS3lmrmRE_QgUCYGhxRggVJ6VSWrWU96Acs1WTxHe-dqJ2sH2PCTDokw5U6ScccIFcEmBxLI/Bq5qKbm4Fm2S0XfXi392wZVFx-Q9eyfu/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/stzaQ1FcS00eSu38olY35JPO_dKDArcIX9LGI60uTWGemVlcEb9MUesGnZ3Zo-kJGt1v9RoQ6pZvXeNSpgDASLh1RLHWcMXFjeXXX-ZB5Ov8yH0wsoebo4auot6RX-218vNiXAWio5-kwSTLdwqRHqlgqyzuNBI2wd38bq_EX1e1MZJd0SXyOpQPnBjD4FlDBj6-3UMvfTbaTi37o32BXqU6XiIWYTY48ut3V1LL2DVZjE4XND9IiFXFvG2i9cMOcmLZkOlTd41SU4hnWH8SfPb9G25s1aMiMgu0-tvSmtFGwOTvXTq2ACiE51KV19YnevZl2N2MYt08xN4vQH_oTwSU0XgqYmR372r3l3gMtWy4kv1Z5kHX7OkRBHmB5V9FG94w4F1CL-7jwUF1LCdtHOJjTFscr4rJ8M7Hfl0DVQTnA-R8BfjecphEqqkfoP8pEuFSPuBg7P9MwbFjKgsj/5ZwNIN6qlzQgpcf5qZlHOSOyt6GI6MwG/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/dnOYf5tK0kkhfxw23ryJ6qZ7Yt2hbYd1bgDF1eEJ_rhvu4VYadS0uoIkgCv-cbpcEavt2hxo9ImdEu3ixkL2l4hMNoC-SMWszIMILAjttA6-ylcImklDiruDFOZ0qLsbIheJbBi8hhEBFL7MRxzMorxgRe3FeZlUB_ZcPBE7-mQn81FJ8Z_ej-fJEeYxBN8E7MNI14v-qhuOHttu_ZsLDClehgsPePfR5AWBPQz1Q1cEMaPmEHQGsA-_RztjGvPRcJUeQtQUwVSdBeufX9sTA8AorDSfN4z8LNJ0Y5DV-IUs3cq0-wWdDjJ29Fl10VKIz0skCmDstFywXGP1UKs0sYpJQ4puCs8q9b6XvXsDUuHIKe4m0LJ3XKz6_u2ct2uDxcoJwwaQ_K4S2xmG7zM06zDvEYpBQJgeMGLr_ABdyDsJgaGwY_DPdRUY5RKKIFpjQ7Dh3tDAFEu135UQx-eePY9b6qCVm1BahjK_6to5UPjQJAJSJOEzxSY4Q7ExK7ohZPc/nkKSWVJOoFo3Tspmb1xXvJ01PhHtgrPa/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/OURZZvS9Z8SwK4SSLeNw4HvsYIEUWj_pBMReklKdArddMlDqL99TNhWdQ6JmSushHzy8Uik7kRltWrfanmylUyH8K0VXEGmZGbIGoiHQAl5yf1laxAQfL52-R7t0G1joxXAyQUF3jeCS7WcCt1nbSwwFqbpJ0rheHCTZ6oD0JIxj4vhfxhLoQkTCtsUx4CyAD-HfiZmg6TcUgohDLClRRIIE64r_ErMzOgcguhzM1WyQI71iOukMKCdXcSlJ2JOCKQWwltsBN_R0JBY-c92BKMeTLRirSdNAhKtEKgq4qh_Glveu9K0uZQO7THzQix5lXlIkqhMdVJlfIRApEcF2tSjp-ujG4U10ZLzj4bS8Dk_mGCafOeDeXj1wcNbblAbWBBF6ydxKyFrukQFcoVXRaJr1IFdTSckMaEQCNM9gB78TWKJxoP5JlQkI49SIgyjVnZbvkFDMZ_UfDhPY_uOnGZVZY4tNsyylITeO/elbLez9u2DSSL4YF1IT8eyhn4lgRWmLb/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/OURZZvS9Z8SwK4SSLeNw4HvsYIEUWj_pBMReklKdArddMlDqL99TNhWdQ6JmSushHzy8Uik7kRltWrfanmylUyH8K0VXEGmZGbIGoiHQAl5yf1laxAQfL52-R7t0G1joxXAyQUF3jeCS7WcCt1nbSwwFqbpJ0rheHCTZ6oD0JIxj4vhfxhLoQkTCtsUx4CyAD-HfiZmg6TcUgohDLClRRIIE64r_ErMzOgcguhzM1WyQI71iOukMKCdXcSlJ2JOCKQWwltsBN_R0JBY-c92BKMeTLRirSdNAhKtEKgq4qh_Glveu9K0uZQO7THzQix5lXlIkqhMdVJlfIRApEcF2tSjp-ujG4U10ZLzj4bS8Dk_mGCafOeDeXj1wcNbblAbWBBF6ydxKyFrukQFcoVXRaJr1IFdTSckMaEQCNM9gB78TWKJxoP5JlQkI49SIgyjVnZbvkFDMZ_UfDhPY_uOnGZVZY4tNsyylITeO/elbLez9u2DSSL4YF1IT8eyhn4lgRWmLb/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/9q8PY8midsFK0PZqvjp0EMNOG7oeKYBH93ntf8JUCD1NvHie10tXhLvwQuPk-HXY20doekfjmRghhWZrWMiaiC-SJ0gwTnJUcrBUxgH5-nG38nc8SRrHGdbOXkHdFheL7Lu5TAHha8NijwHSpFB6DXSVB0fYW3Et-fZ6Md7lj3r4Rs4C8kk13TA-R2sHoMC_kp3YA7UFtFACz5GT3MiTPx75BOsi8EoIMj6TlIXlcD_vi0Bhps0GWhsACORPfDS5tYLJm48aZi57dTHu0Jn9S83QdEXfe-hsjxpg2FqLV6UvPWvRdzcuMRujrrLidE8rRQ6IibI3j99oLRG3sskUHNTLzH8ReZO7jotuUe1YsTvjZC6l5YNm8rj-lmFWF8i6HgqBv-CgEt2CiSFOFjAO7daKdaqYpYeNNDJ_BWCSfqrGHQg1xSMM6fYcyZM1PrXL00rMyrvluS1h_siu2AanYQB-OBzVbo-B2sfTGNXMH_hapJ1NZh1cSQ/LNobLqOh_bkjH65BSeQPVKeuVhwwEbGQ/7
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/9q8PY8midsFK0PZqvjp0EMNOG7oeKYBH93ntf8JUCD1NvHie10tXhLvwQuPk-HXY20doekfjmRghhWZrWMiaiC-SJ0gwTnJUcrBUxgH5-nG38nc8SRrHGdbOXkHdFheL7Lu5TAHha8NijwHSpFB6DXSVB0fYW3Et-fZ6Md7lj3r4Rs4C8kk13TA-R2sHoMC_kp3YA7UFtFACz5GT3MiTPx75BOsi8EoIMj6TlIXlcD_vi0Bhps0GWhsACORPfDS5tYLJm48aZi57dTHu0Jn9S83QdEXfe-hsjxpg2FqLV6UvPWvRdzcuMRujrrLidE8rRQ6IibI3j99oLRG3sskUHNTLzH8ReZO7jotuUe1YsTvjZC6l5YNm8rj-lmFWF8i6HgqBv-CgEt2CiSFOFjAO7daKdaqYpYeNNDJ_BWCSfqrGHQg1xSMM6fYcyZM1PrXL00rMyrvluS1h_siu2AanYQB-OBzVbo-B2sfTGNXMH_hapJ1NZh1cSQ/LNobLqOh_bkjH65BSeQPVKeuVhwwEbGQ/7


Some colleges in British Columbia have laid off as many as 10
percent of their professors because of a funding crisis precipitated by
Canadian government limits on international-student enrollment.

Australian universities are working to beef up academic and
research ties with Europe and Asia because of Trump administration
cuts.

 

New webinar on cost-effective overseas
recruitment

Join The Chronicle for a virtual forum on budget-conscious overseas
student recruitment on Monday, April 7, at 2 p.m. ET. I’ll be talking to a
panel of international-enrollment veterans about the challenges of
recruiting on a budget, where to target limited resources, and
strategies for stretching your dollar.

The webinar is free, but registration is required. Sign up here.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com.
You can also connect with me on X, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you like
this newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can
sign up here.

 

From Chronicle Careers

Job Opportunities
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