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Americans and Saudis seek to build and expand
academic partnerships

The United States and Saudi Arabia are looking to rekindle their academic
relationship.

The Saudi Ministry of Education and the U.S. embassy in Riyadh last
month hosted a partnership forum in Saudi Arabia to build
connections between universities in the two countries.

“What helps political relationships endure and strengthen is that
people really know each other,” said Michael Ratney, the American
ambassador. Educational exchange, Ratney said in an interview with
The Chronicle, is “an opportunity to interact with one another as real
people.”

Leaders from 40 American colleges traveled to Saudi Arabia to meet
with Saudi university and government officials — a first step, both
sides hope, toward deeper academic engagement.
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Saudi Arabia has previously sent substantial numbers of students to
American colleges, most through a government-funded scholarship
program. It was started after the 2001 terror attacks as a way to
expose young Saudis to the West, combat extremism, and change
Americans’ perceptions of the oil-rich kingdom and its people.

In the 2015-16 academic year, more than 61,000 Saudi students
studied in the United States; the country was behind only China and
India as a top source of international students.

Saudi enrollments have declined sharply since that high, as the
government restructured the scholarship program to focus on sending
smaller numbers of top students abroad to study in a select fields at a
handful of prestigious colleges.

Students from the Middle East have also been slower to return to
international study after the pandemic than from other regions. Fewer
than 15,000 Saudi students studied at American colleges in 2023-24.

Neither side is looking to replicate the largely one-sided and student-
centered relationships of the past, however. Instead, they hope to
foster more mutual and collaborative ties, including joint research,
academic programs, and two-way student and faculty exchange.

This outlook toward academic engagement reflects the major societal
and cultural changes within Saudi Arabia, Ratney said. In particular,
the Saudi government wants to “transform” its educational system to
“further its economic ambitions,” which include diversifying the
economy and reducing its reliance on oil revenue.

“The country has changed so profoundly,” he said, “that they wanted
to take another look at their educational relationships.”

Amy Conger, vice provost for global engagement at North Carolina
State University, said she was struck in meetings and campus visits
by how institutional priorities for international engagement mirrored
the kingdom’s goals. “It was stunning how harmonized they were,” she
said.

North Carolina State is a land-grant university, so Conger’s
discussions focused on possible collaborations in agriculture and
engineering. As the quality of Saudi universities has improved, there’s
also interest in building programming and research in areas like early-
childhood education, renewable energy, and and tourism and
archeology, Ratney said.

North Carolina State already has some small-scale educational and
training programs with Saudi institutions, but Conger said that
research partnerships would take longer to develop and rely on the
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interest of individual faculty members. “We don’t work top-down when
it comes to research collaboration,” she said.

Other institutions have are moving faster: Arizona State University
earlier this year signed an agreement with Saudi officials to help start
a new college there.

Still, the push to build deeper academic relations between the
countries comes as some American colleges are reassessing their
international strategies in a political climate where global engagement
can be regarded with skepticism or even hostility. And while the Saudi
government has liberalized and relaxed some restrictions, particularly
on women, researchers could hesitate to work there because of
concerns about limits on academic freedom and possible
discrimination.

American government officials see their role as more as a catalyst,
leaving it to pairs of institutions to form and shape their own
partnerships, Ratney said.

But the Fulbright program, the flagship U.S. academic-exchange
program, will begin awarding scholarships for a half-dozen American
graduate students to do research at King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology, a 15-year-old research university that was
started with the help of American expertise.

 

Upcoming Workshop

Our renowned professional development program for department
chairs is returning in January! We've partnered with experienced
academic leaders at Dever Justice LLC and research experts at
Ithaka S+R to design a comprehensive two-week program that will
help chairs navigate their day-to-day responsibilities, develop a
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strategic vision for their department, and understand the higher-ed
landscape in which they're operating. Learn more and register.     

U.S. and China renew lapsed science agreement

The United States and China agreed to extend a longstanding science and
technology agreement, but it will contain “new guardrails” to protect
research security.

The amended agreement covers only basic research and excludes
work on critical and emerging technologies, the U.S. Department of
State said. It contains provisions to protect intellectual property and
adds “newly established and strengthened provisions on transparency
and data reciprocity.”

The 45-year-old agreement lapsed in August 2023 amid bilateral
tensions and concerns that China is trying to poach American
scientific know-how.

Researchers said the pact was crucial to international academic
collaboration. “The U.S. and China are the two leading scientific
countries in the world, and our scientists do their best work when
they’re able to work together.” Deborah Seligsohn, an assistant
professor at Villanova University and an expert on the U.S.-China
scientific relationship, told The Washington Post.

But some members of Congress criticized the extension, saying it
could “tie the hands” of the incoming Trump administration.

 
 

From the Chronicle Store

The Neurodiverse Campus
Each year tens of thousands of students with
diagnoses of neurodivergence graduate from
high school. Yet many neurodivergent students
remain invisible or undersupported on college
campuses. Order this report to learn how
colleges can strengthen their support for
neurodivergent students, faculty, and staff.

University to pay fine in foreign-disclosure case
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The University of Delaware will pay more than $715,000 to resolve civil
allegations that it failed to disclose a professor’s affiliation with and support
from the Chinese government when applying for federal grants.

The settlement is related to a 2020 grant from NASA, according to a
press release from the U.S. attorney for Delaware.

NASA is prohibited from using its funds to collaborate with China or
Chinese-owned companies. But the university failed to disclose that a
principal investigator on the grant took part in a Chinese-government
talent program to recruit overseas researchers, was employed by a
Chinese institution, and received a grant from the National Natural
Science Foundation of China, the release said.

Science agencies have continued scrutiny of colleges’ international
ties in the wake of the China Initiative, the federal investigation of
academic and economic espionage. Public officials have also sought
to increase disclosure requirements.

 

Around the globe

International-education groups are applauding a final revised rule
for skilled-worker visas that will help avoid disruptions to international
students’ employment authorization and could make it easier for top
graduates to stay in the United States.

The number of international students applying for asylum in
Canada has soared since the government imposed new restrictions
on student visas.

A record number of recent high-school graduates in Britain are
going on to college this fall, but international enrollments fell.

Male college students in Syria avoided military service under now-
deposed President Bashar al-Assad by the “deliberate failing” of their
courses and traveling abroad, according to a new investigation.

The UN Educational, Social, and Cultural Organization, or
UNESCO, is encouraging greater study of the history of enslavement
and the trans-Atlantic slave trade.

I joined the Keystone Higher Ed Chats podcast to talk about the
recent Open Doors report and trends in international education.
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And finally …

One employer is picking up its recruitment on Mexican college
campuses, and it isn’t an accounting or consulting firm.

Mexican criminal cartels have scouted campuses for promising
chemistry students to help produce fentanyl. They’re seeking people
with advanced chemistry knowledge who can help make the drug
stronger and synthesize the chemical compounds used in making it.
They currently have to import the compounds from China.

One professor said he believed some of his students enrolled his
classes in order to gain skills to make fentanyl. “Sometimes when I
am teaching them synthesis of pharmaceutical drugs, they openly ask
me, ‘Hey, professor, when are you teaching us how to synthesize
cocaine and other things?’” he said.

Latitudes will be off for the next two weeks for the holiday publishing
break. I’ll be back in your inboxes in 2025!

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com.
You can also connect with me on Twitter, LinkedIn, or Bluesky. If you
like this newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They
can sign up here.

 

Career Resources

Chronicle Careers provides insights, tools, and
advice to help you in career development, job
seeking, and hiring, plus read this month's
article collection!

From Chronicle Careers

 

Job Opportunities

12/18/24, 11:20 AM Gmail - Latitudes: Saudi Arabia was once a big deal in international education. Can it be again?

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=002c1cc6fb&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1818794571108985866%7Cmsg-f:1818794571108985866&s… 6/7

http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioJU3KUggiHZpOE4eeFKFSgH1NJ98wCfy1INi7wFmBw2D3KV1d5TK2q1OVvsweYIzZRhu4t1IqUThXJ1ZWj3MZmQRFCq0DOIu7piOywk_mEdpB8ujuqZbyhcK11WpR28IkpUCdC-ECtgGRcx1ZSkGnSyyrLJ9c1DpL4xBMf9dib_1UnzsIJw4RNXWqF_sIRZ0P-utnKUBUQi5oMZLcOkuquDs1ABvw3cKxERVD8QBYu8XS3W9Eq3u89-mann4YtCtzk_OL4P8j08PcuRkn5Tlbi0DtNxPp65Gs3yxXNDnhzRUr36pWcp-trotwgLIkNoeU3yASfILU6Ytjw1FdTXW-FpJcqXWvZNyR5urp2444OHcyi4Bcs4Euc2KZrpBJzKN-HIhDPuBjntu5Nn1INExJcQ%3D
mailto:karin.fischer@chronicle.com
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioO2YpB0m-7-Dg2sgKPvOVEcGDsaW2nk7pWdxZ-RZBKTwSDFEBegjsm54LuZAAkrR0fZgYoGYFh3muFGsZ4xdZ2ONBrfjmAs2n5d4aq9e7iraY9hxqpTqlaV1fGIEu_pgYa5NZLI2uuxJQM0MXLETHyB-Engak7IauLZmhcGtWqllD501PfFlRw4UwXidRNADRc_lF4XZSkcE4c1U9ilbFdhXHbNEicnT1J7Af_PboxEF-Hd_OaBHxBTu4KgwQxhERvJNvIKHsWqF3k0Hg-uI6Z9gYQdloApeIiF9HPKYt3uLnWOgvvtkrsVVvYDwVw6JTQ%3D%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioBz2_tZHF9sW2yic79wauqeCvxsmCyHBhqmaGoswZIpMthZz_Xsx3Htc6VTLgFiGKf-qBIcu5DBQhA7xnls7Rd8DUG_RKw7m-hjLVKC4UxI6D4mrWnxIVEHOa0HR7ODYCPxn0c5LgOybzhciTLpfrFuko1bNtOPYaJuVrACnMkMd5Az-QJmDfCxdQDw839K1W9jnh6OSrT_fpWxG96nOrDV597wc4Wp5U27LDRjv2MFIdtkqOWB1k36VF1ljtVF4ib9HS0qpqwE0nc2LwiqPYA_rysQMXjHs3G545MElkc_qnuPuNTv5sq8EtNwZGUPdc5w6hO7hsABJ4PjubgDWuMg%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioDda27WObfaTe_fmt-sVkE2yHdLHloO0beLQ_kkkXGEleuJHD23an-WPs8TWwCvRa0Ztwl9qHomhjo2QUqH8eCnRz89oyuBcjzK3G0Dr39oAyzBdHd3lkBs8xJsT9YhMpk5Siq2akd-6xJuRwuDxMg8QvYC4mYHap97TZa9pbm2UxHo61jebfabbtmAwhlTVAMnWQ9dpjKCbwpff6cgFpdBsHV-VlEQ4Zsy7p1KZZD2M_QHZCySc0rgfdZnd1vii2CleuRbMBgHbndtmtfe6NKO05_HEG_juo1nPUX3R8HFcph0JV2qJfUPEMNrlagkQhFIyHeqXM_aeVBP2chk96RA%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioOZhDpc5Mks9FixIvdeCzG0zKhQAD9B9FRyY9FGUrvSEeyKbhpF4ac7b_q73nyH2XsDXeLoD544jBRoNjzdPztV-6CK2lT0r2xBLIjEZdeXKlwHzffpT8taX--CLgfqA6aL5P2DBcfAL6saBMoUDMal9eShAXgTFhfVBD2w8yStDh1YAoF-koGAeUh34lI_HCJOWMcJesvii7qjx1oj5L8KMrweWnb1vX7PAmhkkpLewDTgJStecg3lgU--UX1Ay0B9N_-Pq0fK8SMc3CKs28pLcfFvCUMe41MeJiBPydiHJ_-zl4_WlBhMxXYUpD60uHcgrSyJk7EfB-hkkZuxuy_g%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioOZhDpc5Mks9FixIvdeCzG2WrlJQDtuaeIjDxHnvXaCI5qbZTBuGRl9qNJmPfBveH2TaqcyfgANGLA1mbtzCMMmIrIe0gZxIcJwX4nkjX6R7dy4eDL0hlOjWK9VUVYWo_c16nf83wF2ePG1LIIGHDjUqiIRk-bvC1ASUfv3uQzsoioyaxcxSMTa8-IO2ERy8K6c5qOsX_1gQHl9N9pCXZT1lYfi68tdDxlt1aS1V_9cF9PwkdIEaHf1NaYIlXnw3-1zJDLKZUNANtortjyWoCGRgrZbuFIwsXICNPnebepHtegOPODZla-8ugfLt1R_KgafvKzhofSNwCt9oSUXJR_I%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioOZhDpc5Mks9FixIvdeCzG2WrlJQDtuaeIjDxHnvXaCI5qbZTBuGRl9qNJmPfBveH2TaqcyfgANGLA1mbtzCMMmIrIe0gZxIcJwX4nkjX6R7dy4eDL0hlOjWK9VUVYWo_c16nf83wF2ePG1LIIGHDjUqiIRk-bvC1ASUfv3uQzsoioyaxcxSMTa8-IO2ERy8K6c5qOsX_1gQHl9N9pCXZT1lYfi68tdDxlt1aS1V_9cF9PwkdIEaHf1NaYIlXnw3-1zJDLKZUNANtortjyWoCGRgrZbuFIwsXICNPnebepHtegOPODZla-8ugfLt1R_KgafvKzhofSNwCt9oSUXJR_I%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=8809f7574e9c4266a866c61150e515ec&_e=-XBPm0f0h0nmf6CBG5OioOZhDpc5Mks9FixIvdeCzG2WrlJQDtuaeIjDxHnvXaCI-CTfDOfDnZK2jfMss69WK8sxETMUM1FeXNU0VOgnV6iAFNqqdTNdhq-XpifTwj4-1SnEKjwzWnMGicsBn-QqpCecE5ea-uX2XgTxvkBSL9AIog46_yBg7Yifonilrz3xhMGtM6fIM2PCAqI4RMxxSON9OUTOJ5X0kMb886h6iDSijczQUWSDTWuHSSnZUV2IoRFwtR5vxKWlkI4PqFSlOs3GSzVtTPwlyXkdnCwMcBnQUFit-ivN4GqpuZxHhOAfh7G9I9nAmB-2Fo6K0Wt8vFCpbpRLMFwVT8plz3w9Qoc%3D

