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Notre Dame won’t consider international
students’ financial need

The very small club of colleges that offer need-blind admissions to
international students has gained a member, the University of Notre
Dame.

During his inauguration ceremony on Friday, Robert A. Dowd, Notre
Dame’s new president, announced that the college would become the
first faith-based, highly selective institution to become need-blind for
both domestic and foreign students.

“It’s not just Notre Dame going out into the world, it’s making our
campus more globally diverse,” Dowd told my colleague David Jesse
ahead of the announcement.

With Notre Dame’s addition, there are now nine colleges, all private,
that offer comprehensive need-blind admission regardless of
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citizenship — that is, they do not consider students’ ability to pay in
the admissions decision and they commit to meeting students’ full
demonstrated need. (A larger group of colleges do not consider
students’ financial circumstances but also do not pledge to fully cover
their costs if admitted.)

Brown University said earlier this year that it would be need-blind for
all international undergraduates, beginning with the incoming fall of
2025 class. Bowdoin and Dartmouth Colleges made such a
commitment in 2022.

The inclusion of international students in need-blind policies remains
rare because few colleges have the resources to extend such a
generous pledge. Any appearance of favoring students from overseas
could also trip political sensitivities, particularly for public institutions.

Notre Dame has not said how it will pay for increases in financial
assistance.

Indeed, for many colleges, foreign students — especially those
studying for undergraduate or master’s degrees — are seen as a
revenue source. Just 20 percent of international students say an
American college is the primary funding source for their education,
according to the Institute of International Education, with most relying
on personal or family sources or employment.

Dowd said the new policy will help Notre Dame expand its global
reach, to Africa and Asia. Over the past four years, between 7 and 9
percent of the entering class has been from abroad. “One of our great
strengths that we’ve only begun to tap, and that we want to make the
most of, is our connection to the Catholic world,” Dowd said.

For Dowd, the emphasis on international education is personal: As a
young seminarian, he spent a “transformative” year abroad in Kenya.
He has a master’s degree in African studies and his research is
focused on African politics. Earlier in his career, he was Notre Dame’s
assistant provost for internationalization.

As I’ve written previously, having an international background is not
common for today’s college presidents: Almost half of college
presidents report having no overseas experience. Just 15 percent
studied abroad, according to a survey by the American Council on
Education, and only 8 percent have had an international grant or
fellowship for research or teaching, such as a Fulbright scholarship.
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Five percent were deployed overseas as part of military or civilian
government service.

This lack of international experience at the top may be one reason
why global engagement is often not a strategic priority for colleges,
experts said. Is Dowd, then, a counter-example, a seasoned
international educator turned president who went global with his first
big policy push?

 

ADVERTISEMENT

Upcoming Workshop

Join us in October for a two-day virtual workshop that will offer
administrative staff leaders the opportunity to build their capacity for
collaboration, understand their role in shared governance, and gain
insights on how to more effectively lead their teams. Learn more and
register!
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U.S. House passes a bill to revive the China
Initiative

The U.S. House has passed legislation reinstating the China Initiative,
the Trump-era federal probe of researchers’ ties to China that stifled
international collaboration and led to claims of racial profiling.

The measure passed, 237 to 180, largely with support from
Republicans, who said it was needed to secure intellectual property
and protect American campuses from Chinese influence.

The bill is opposed by civil-rights, education, and scientific groups,
and by the White House. In a statement, the Biden administration
said, if enacted, the legislation would make it more difficult to
investigate and prosecute academic and economic espionage by
making witnesses and victims hesitant to cooperate. It could feed
“incorrect and harmful public perceptions that [the Department of
Justice] applies a different standard to investigate and prosecute
criminal conduct related to the Chinese people or to American citizens
of Chinese descent,” the statement said.

The administration issued tempered criticism of a second higher-
education-related bill. It would restrict American colleges that host
Confucius Institutes, Chinese-sponsored language and culture
centers, or those that have relationships with other “Chinese entities
of concern” from receiving funds from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. There may be “more appropriate ways” to combat
potential campus vulnerabilities to China, the White House said.

The two measures were part of a suite of China-focused legislation
approved by the House last week. Another bill that would prevent
federal funds from going to some Chinese biotechnology companies
could also force colleges to sever international partnerships with
Chinese researchers and labs. It’s uncertain whether the measures
will clear the Senate.

 
 

FROM THE CHRONICLE STORE

9/19/24, 7:47 AM Gmail - Latitudes: In adopting need-blind admissions, Notre Dame sees no borders

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=002c1cc6fb&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1810546460918162006%7Cmsg-f:1810546460918162006&… 4/8

http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=485063a835394d0bb3c01510878b926e&_e=-lbvpWYCLSw0MiHDCmzRVHx1Pl3PLwvOsd7Gmy8fOZgi3oz0eciRZvOh_93OEo9v1DWtsVYLsePfYcCweXISphVEf5iKzvm44XEKOePeLrq_NL5IZrpdn1dJ6IEthz1YzeasToyC4ZYy-YVADcEz0XlV7JpKB_KZ9bUs1LI8mu0h-sTv9Ezq8veIuSRSO0nMM51qyXqAXjQAPsHt_q6DRxJ4l9TbxHTTzSvwMDZPAaxQCKJHGHBqu6Qc0OCLxoVluvE5UhbZnuRC35ltmyX6XUqotEvXtnzHwC-7OicfXlRxYr3NddhI2hM2h8VXa5T-0kYvse1pD7PtH0uX94M8SY-ghYS0JaZXxNgtHcSjrCAaeIB3rsFB_GaGRkl4x98E_P4q0W07sXjkEcHF6I7bG-gOpwga1xjz24_fqIV_KUo%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=485063a835394d0bb3c01510878b926e&_e=Nas6_wc4y-HKClQ9dGQn1UIQwUKyvNaCz4ws-R1eD1VJt1ohScGAlRR89Xhi2Dr7w8pRHzruKDDdFBr-HBdYjusO96cpCZ__pxNQd7kmzKRHmeJtVgGQ0KU9FNOdYPvbTXQIMcxkvqkh7NbRjjU7expoI6JTqRGOitGu_qv4QoGNbPA_YF7L3qXkX_hJamVbOyRQwdKg_3urIByCrkQknn7ovo9tVW1bl0PLp8wObYdfAk4I6Kgpjd1OwXUbnr3_EXRCO8bhY3aU_FhMLgx0kG-JXUqLwcMHiNtcPfbTI4ITa807dHSi4dKKza1FNdC45kvuu5hSOYVdkfpoYx0gDVizP5AWWAAplM-PCWMJc4euI_wI5ueeOLjVIy9lAOwp
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=485063a835394d0bb3c01510878b926e&_e=-lbvpWYCLSw0MiHDCmzRVLO-te65uoXfVNcU9TNdclXe4YF002y3F1A3-84qQw4EQTvVGI8CpO9uguKjrEasEb9qeXKgQfe9VhX0jF4XjMuKnBvmFItKeXR0m550ZQs4UbfgKhL55xS76Y057VDr8BJ_WPRuQ3azmmjh2gP8ParmUhRiUho2ZYwFbPHx4j3eHyo9lHGyzr8hQ8BfhqGMCaxD8ajl8eXt798VanA0hqbwllz_mg-XqJWxej1-jVO9qUwvO6FQE65luEMSEnPq-3_fOfdnHKI13Ft2NYNziFYi2C7XBYblkvOYIMfOLB4Zj8kjggqVcj8LriFlCI7JnUNoIVL3UEIKHwzr0LmrR1_nFA7_dfF32_49IKvxhCBKWm6Pw5jC6D-YG4KSNgDaVQ%3D%3D
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=485063a835394d0bb3c01510878b926e&_e=-lbvpWYCLSw0MiHDCmzRVHx1Pl3PLwvOsd7Gmy8fOZjvh5Vw91_0_gpAmgwoqdhwRk2ldLjFpZRXXYnI0say4d06tou4eBeVDL9E0SFe6OD7llv7C2048bvvZo_Scj6qp0c5FTSuIiry97pYQ_e0_UM7mg-QALPVJr4MGlTUCxELluKUqBWBcqrWcrgqAga8-bu9_dOk6mAvBskYgiVvJJitFs-mYPgF6pm4qj-e9_X2GICQ2_yaD_yMHFgFBWoqlxjycnYVZ_Ksf2OeoyC0JXfZhgpcAVroaWWRAeEmK3kCOt0-piKtOrZkrcRIjITcaQ3JtKUDm5SiFMDbRbwAZ2wgDQzhoZ_YGCraEMghQEq5uFHmh4mdZiJ5_CYmSfSk
http://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/u/click?_t=d6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544&_m=485063a835394d0bb3c01510878b926e&_e=-lbvpWYCLSw0MiHDCmzRVMT8WhcTFc-Ea-2h182SN-MunfZf3P4czEedGasUbILkoFu_v_4SN4MN2NjiZ__V4-SN2bFeOVysdE1W_OHE95ebLvB51GbxG6T0LYoz14oMBGOEI5fMNDMJ3l08umn3ug6kX7kQcjqQQaMlFYEnWkvMaU4tklMFdWd5dl9sQtLKq198Qk5uqlu8AVbN8o27GOANnDm3s_U-Pbn-xQ7sdc10kqPYeEzgTdLhkEFaUa6dsGandpYDSErcR9Y-cyFhx-Wx_FHqp-dHU_hd19lSjcTAgVCJI7caUZfYubuRqHud0hjsZm8kdM4Lt_ZAYPnZY0WDJecGE7BkvNaTUaPBSuo4PwpCFcrVciQccGUcAK1FFIUEvwNL5CdIno9yz3GxaZ7moaiNKQJ0u7mtEnuHJgk%3D


Adapting to AI
Artificial intelligence has taken higher ed by
storm, and the implications extend far beyond
the classroom. Order this report to improve
your understanding of AI technologies, and
explore how other colleges are adapting their
policies and guidelines.

Taliban further restricts women’s education

A crackdown by the Taliban’s morality police may crush the
educational dreams of Afghan girls and women.

The conservative Islamic group barred education for women beyond
the sixth grade when it seized control of Afghanistan’s government
three years ago. But in recent weeks, the Taliban has announced new
restrictions on women — such as forbidding them from raising their
voices in public — as well as stricter enforcement of existing rules.

Despite the ban, educational and nonprofit groups have worked to
provide opportunities for Afghan women to study English and other
subjects, and particularly in urban areas, many have attended classes
in secret. But after the Taliban began warning male teachers, women
have stayed home out of fear.

“The entire country has turned into a graveyard for women’s dreams,”
one women’s rights activist said.

 

Male foreign students outnumber U.S. men in
master’s programs in science

Male international students studying for master’s degrees in science,
engineering, and health now outnumber American men enrolled full
time in such programs.
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As international enrollments rebounded after the pandemic, male visa
holders overtook American citizens and permanent residents,
according to data released by the National Science Foundation. In
2022, there were nearly 93,000 of them, surpassing their American
counterparts by more than 28,000.

American women account for the largest number of full-time master’s
enrollments.

The top fields of study for both male and female international students
are computer science and computer and information science, the NSF
reported.

 

ADVERTISEMENT

Around the globe

Twenty-nine students have been selected as the first recipients of a
special Fulbright fellowship to do research around the globe on civil
rights.

The American and Chinese governments could be getting closer to
renewing a longstanding science agreement, but the U.S. election
could delay a deal.

For all the talk about illegal immigration, these would-be émigrés,
many of them graduates of American colleges, said the legal system
doesn’t work well, either.

A group critical of optional practical training says there is
insufficient federal oversight of the work program for international
graduates, disadvantaging American workers and leading to fraud.

About half as many study permits could be approved this year by
Canada, according to projections, after the government imposed
international-student caps.

Saudi Arabia announced plans to allow five foreign universities,
including Arizona State, to open branch campuses.

In China, the government is asserting greater control over
campuses set up in collaboration with foreign colleges.
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Political science in Hong Kong is an “endangered species”after
several universities restructured and downgraded their departments,
turning them into programs or merging them with other departments.
The moves are seen as a response to a four-year-old national-
security law imposed by Beijing.

Forty percent of early-career researchers in Hungary say they have
been hurt by a ban on European Union funding to many Hungarian
universities.

Scientific freedom is not yet mainstream in Africa, a report from the
United Nations said.

I discussed international-student success on the ICAway podcast.

Thanks for reading. I always welcome your feedback and ideas for
future reporting, so drop me a line at karin.fischer@chronicle.com.
You can also connect with me on Twitter or LinkedIn. If you like this
newsletter, please share it with colleagues and friends. They can sign
up here.

 

CAREER RESOURCES

Read the September collection for advice on
crafting your CV. Learn what to include on
your CV, how to tailor it for faculty jobs, how to
write a cover letter, and more!

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Find Your Next Role Today
Whether you are actively or passively
searching for your next career opportunity, The
Chronicle is here to support you throughout
your job search. Get started now by exploring
30,000+ openings or signing up for job alerts. 
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